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Foreword 


I hardly need say to the readers of this book that 
the author is one of the strongest and most thought- 
ful leaders among Southern Baptists, a man of 
action, as all his life testified, but also soberly and. 
profoundly reflective. It is a large theme which he 
has chosen, but he treats it with clarity and sobriety. 
The principle, which he repeatedly invokes, of the 
unchallenged Lordship of Jesus Christ in His own 
Kingdom must be maintained, else the whole of 
Christianity falls into confusion and chaos. Readers 
may find themselves compelled to differ with the 
author in some of the applications of this principle, 
but if they repudiate the principle itself, to what 
can they appeal? 

The reassertion of the supreme and sole authority 
of Christ in Christianity is timely. There has been 
much loose and not a little foolish chatter about new 
situations and new problems growing out of the 
great world convulsion. As a matter of fact, the 
so-called new problems are new only in form, in 
external features. When we look at them closely, 
we find them to be the same old problems, with some 
change of emphasis here and there, with some shift- 
ing of the perspective in which they appear, but at 
bottom every one of them as old as humanity. And 
whatever is projected in the way of new enterprises 
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or movements to meet the modern situation must 
take account of the fundamentals in the Christian 
religion and in human nature. Our boasted progress 
in science and its application to modern life adds 
- little or nothing in the realm of the spirit. 


“Tf we trod the depths of ocean, if we struck the stars 
in rising, 
If we wrapt the earth intensely with one hot 
electric breath, — 
’Twere but power within our tether, no new spirit 
comprising, 
And we were not nobler men in living, nor hap- 
pier in death.” 


For such reconstruction, then, as we plan in these 
tumultuous times the foundation has already been 
laid, and other foundation can no man lay. On this, 
already prepared for us, we may build as broad and 
high as we please, taking care to omit from our 
building materials the. wood, the hay, the stubble, 
and incorporating the gold and silver and precious 
stones. Such building will endure when the fire that 
shall try every man’s work flames about it. 

This volume challenges the careful attention of the 
reader both on account of the important message it 
carries and of the highly accredited messenger who 
delivers it. 

BR. Perr: 

Richmond, Va. 


Introduction 


The following pages were written to help Baptists 
to more fully realize themselves and their unique 
task. The discussions were given a somewhat wide 
range for the sake of a proper understanding of the 
situation Baptists find themselves in. The great war 
turned loose on the country a vast and, to the un- 
informed, a confusing propaganda for a vague and 
doctrineless union of all sorts in one inarticulate 
mass of heterogeneous elements. Men paid by money 
contributed by Baptists and others to help the 
soldiers went up and down the land disparaging the 
sacred beliefs of Christians of the different com- 
munions. That is passing, but movements continue 
designed to destroy the faith of Baptists and to 
divert them from their divinely imposed task. 

It is-hoped by the author that this series of dis- 
cussions may clear the thinking of some Baptists 
and help them to appreciate their place in the world, 
a place marked off for them by their Leader and 
Commander. They are divinely set to a definite 
task. That task is to preach the Gospel to every 
creature so far as in their power lies, to baptize 
believers, and teach all things commanded by their 
Master. Their whole task is defined and limited by 
the Holy Scriptures. They have not made their 
program. It has been made for them, and they find 
themselves shut up to the task of carrying out the 
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orders of Him they delight to own as Lord and 
Master. 

Baptists find themselves now intermingling con- 
stantly with people of other names and communions 
whom they highly esteem and greatly love, but from 
whom, in church relations, they are separated. They 
deeply regret this and deplore the errors which 
compel the separation. They long for real church 
- union, but find themselves on their consciences com- 
pelled to stand by those principles which isolate 
Baptists from all other orders. Let it be affirmed 
again that Baptists hold stoutly to the universal 
brotherhood of believers in and out of all com- 
munions. But there is a divinely ordained. church 
order necessary to the preaching and perpetuity of 
che truth. We would like to be understood at this 
point, but whether understood or not, we must Heep 
right on. 

In the thinking of Baptists, there is a broad dis- 
tinction between preaching with boldness and 
assurance, and preaching with uncharitableness and 
arrogancy. Christ’s message is never to be preached 
timidly or apologetically, but always in the confi- 
dence of the truth. It is not uncharitable not to 
agree with people. If so, there is little charity in 
the world. The only reason Baptists do not agree 
with others is because others do not agree with them. 

Baptists have always preached and taught in the 
open. They would have it understood that they wish 
all other people to enjoy the same freedom they claim 
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for themselves, and they would not employ the least 
force to compel anyone to unite with them. When 
Pastor Truett, of Dallas, expounded this principle 
to three hundred of the great men of France during 
his overseas ministry, they broke forth into pro- 
longed applause. In this connection it is pertinent 
to say that Baptists have never persecuted, not 
because they are better than others who have perse- 
cuted, but because their fundamental principles are 
better. Religion, they think, is essentially an affair 
between each soul and God, with no place between 
for a mortal man. 

And here let it be said that a true Baptist does 
not concern himself about being broad or narrow. 
He thinks the gauge is set by Christ in the Scrip- 
tures, and he concerns himself only to set his beliefs 
to the Standard Gauge. But it may be observed that 
the Bible says a better word for the narrow way than 
for the broad way. And observations, easy to make, 
lead the observant to see that there is generally a 
close relation between broadness and thinness. 

A few years ago a disastrous railroad wreck 
occurred and many lives were lost. The explanation 

as: “The track spread.” The theological track has 
spread in some quarters and plenty of people have 
been ditched and much harm done their souls. 

It is not the definite task of Baptists to convert 
everybody to. their views and get them into their 
churches, as pleasing and as helpful as that would 
be. It is their task to go everywhere, teaching and 
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preaching the truth, leaving the results with God 
and the people. Their success is not and cannot be 
measured by their numbers. Truth penetrates, truth 
modifies errors, it does not entirely destroy. All the 
world this minute is made better by the simple truth 
of the.Gospel as preached by Baptists. The teaching 
and preaching of John Clarke and Roger Williams 
turned few in their day, but later they turned a 
continent, and will turn the world. 

Baptists need not and will not forget that much 
truth is preached by others, and that truth works 
after its kind. Regretting the errors that divide us, 
which errors have produced after their sort wherever 
sown and not smothered by the truth, Baptists may 
and will thank God for the truth planted anywhere 
and for the good results. It is in complete consist- 
ency with Baptist principles to rejoice in all the 
goodly deeds of others, and yet decline to make 
common cause with those who hold hindering errors 
we feel bound to oppose. We simply refuse to mix 
our seed wheat with wheat mixed with tares. 

This field of thought and action is gone over in 
the body of this work. Two pronouncements close 
the volume—one made some years ago by the Baptist 
General Convention of Texas on Christian Union, 
and one made by the Southern Baptist Convention 
in Atlanta May, 1919. They sense and sound the 
Baptist heart and mind on the matters now claiming 
large attention. 

J. B. GAMBRELL. 
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THE CONDITION OF THE MODERN 
WORLD. 


In the lifetime of many people now living 
the world has undergone marvelous changes. 
These have occurred in every realm of 
human activity. The main inventions of the 
world have come into use within this period. 
They have necessitated a constant recon- 
struction of the methods of life and have 
affected things material, intellectual, and 
spiritual. They have shifted the population 
from the country to the cities at an ever 
accelerating rate. Improved methods of 
transportation have changed the commerce 
of the world, while telegraphy has brought 
all parts of the civilized world into close 
contact. 

There has been, especially in America, 
within the period under contemplation, a 
vast mingling of peoples from every part of 
the world. This has constantly tended to a 
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broader understanding of national traits; 
and the general tendency has been toward 
a friendlier feeling among the different 
races of the world. The Scripture saying 
has been demonstrated: Many have run to 
and fro and knowledge has been increased. 

Within the period under review, Japan 
has emerged from the darkness of heathen- 
ism, has adopted modern methods in indus- 
try and in education, with the result that it 
is now numbered among the great powers 
of the world, becoming a new, strong center 
in the Far East, with which all the nations 
of the world may counsel in matters of 
diplomacy, war, education, and finance. 
Japan, to a large extent, holds the key to 
the Far East. Its missionary importance is 
very great. 

China, with its hundreds of millions of 
population, has had a semi-awakening. 
Napoleon advised that this sleeping giant 
be not disturbed; but missionary endeavor 
and commercial intercourse have made it 
impossible for China to sleep. ‘The greatest 
monarchy in the world, as to numbers, has 
been changed, and is now nominally a re- 
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public. What is important in the case of 
China is that the old order has been so jarred 
and loosened up as to allow the percolation 
of ideas through that huge mass of human- 
ity. This insures, if China can be stabilized, 
the development of one of the most powerful 
nations on the face of the earth, for China 
will bring into the new situation many con- 
servative forces lacking in Russia and other 
places. 

The results of the late war are such as no 
one dreamed possible ten years ago. The 
issue of the war, concretely stated, was a 
material, scientific barbarism versus the soul 
of civilization. When Germany made this 
issue she was blind. One of the keenest 
critics of the times aptly stated the case in 
these words: ‘‘Germany has almost con- 
quered all the physical sciences, but in doing 
so she lost her capacity to understand the 
souls of men.’’ This is a true criticism. 
Blinded by her own philosophies, she chal- 
lenged the souls of men around the world. 
The rally of the nations to defeat the Cen- 
tral Powers is a high tribute to the spiritual 
vision of the nations aligned with the Allies. 
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It means that mere force is to be defeated 
by those who believe in a higher civilization. 
The defeat of the Central Powers is much 
the longer step taken since Waterloo toward | 
a higher and better civilization, based on the 
principles of justice and human freedom. 

The full meaning of the defeat of Ger- 
many and her allies will not be fully under- 
stood for a long time. The destruction of 
the Austrian Empire, the prop of the 
Papacy in Central Europe, opens many 
countries, with teeming millions of people, 
to a new and better civilization. The defeat 
of Germany makes an end of an arrogant, 
autocratic materialism which threatened all 
the world with a conscienceless material 
domination. 

Another far-reaching and altogether de- 
sirable change resulting from the great war 
is the disappearance of the Turkish Empire, 
with the consequent liberation of the subject 
peoples which have suffered for centuries 
under the brutal rule of the Sultans. 

The collapse of Russian autocracy gives 
to all the peoples in that populous empire a 
new opportunity. The net results of all 
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these changes are new opportunities, with a ~ 
new hope, not only for the countries immedi- 
ately affected, but for all the other countries 
imperilled. It is a triumph of democracy 
over autocracy and brings on the demo- 
cratic day. 

Great intellectual and economic changes, 
along with religious changes, have occurred 
-in every part of the world during the period 
under review. In this time Catholicism cul- 
minated in the infallibility dogma which 
challenges the intelligence of mankind. The 
Papal power has steadily weakened through- 
out the world; and it may be expected, 
reasonably, to weaken more rapidly now, if 
the present opportunities for enlightening 
the world are improved. The menace of the 
temporal power of the Pope is removed per- 
manently by the great war. But the menace 
of Papal intrigue in politics will remain as 
long as the Papacy cherishes its ancient 
ideals, and we may still expect self-seeking 
politicians to serve the Papacy in strong 
Catholic centers in the United States and 
elsewhere. But we may be thankful that 
Papal persecutions are practically ended, 
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along with Turkish outrages and all state 
church dominations, which are in the cate- 
gory of things that are rapidly passing, not 
to return. 

Noting the present status of the world, 
we must look not on things material, so 
much as on things that are spiritual, things 
that exist in the hearts and minds of man- 
kind. The most significant change occurring 
in the modern world is the complete reversal 
of the main current of world thought as to 
religious and civic affairs. The order of the 
dark ages has been turned topside down. 
The dogma of Popes, Sultans, Kaisers, and 
all the overlords, in both church and state, 
that the common people are incompetent to 
determine their course, has been definitely 

east aside for the doctrine that whatever 
- concerns humanity must be appealed to 
humanity. This invests the human unit, 
everywhere, with the importance and dig- 
nity Jesus gave it in His inspiring ministry 
to the common people, who always heard 
Him gladly. The family of Mr. Nobody has 
risen to the level where everybody is some- 
body. 
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This change in the method of approach to 
mankind and of dealing with the vital affairs 
of life in its broadness has brought on the 
day of open diplomacy. It compels daylight 
methods in religion and politics. The day 
of the juggler is out. We are in the first 
hour of humanity’s finest day. But we must 
expect much labor before the debris of the 
old order is removed and the vital forces of 
the new order can have free play. Junkers 
in religion and in the realm of statesman- 
ship will do what they can to obstruct; but 
the great currents of world-thought are set 
for the enfranchisement of humanity, and 
he who fights against them fights the swell- 
ing tides bearing on their bosom the richest 
treasures of the Christian religion in its 
utmost reaches. 

The net result of all these changes is a 
world situation big with hope and at the 
same time attended by many perils. To safe- 
guard the world, the simple teachings of 
Jesus must be given to it. The formula of 
civilization is liberty limited by law. With- 
out law liberty is anarchy and leads to ruin. 
Without liberty law becomes oppressive. 

2 
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The present situation calls every Christian 
patriot to cast away self-will, prejudice, 
partisan feeling, and to be Christ’s big man 
in this big situation. 


1a 
AMERICA IN THE MODERN WORLD. 


It is highly informing to study the proc- 
esses by which the sweeping changes in the 
modern world have been brought about. 
They came by the reversal of the processes 
of thinking by which the autocratic powers 
were established. The dark ages resulted 
logically from the suppression of free 
thought, free speech, and a free press. The 
enslavement of the hearts and minds of men 
is a fundamental condition of autocracy in 
church or state. Napoleon, than whom there 
never was a greater master of men, except 
Jesus, said wisely: ‘‘Two papers in the 
realm free to print what they will are more 
to be dreaded than an army of 100,000 men; 
for you can resist an army with an army, 
but who can resist the invasion of ideas ?”’ 
Ideas rule the world. Wrong ideas devel- 
oped the Papacy with its blighting power on 
the lives of individuals and nations. Wrong 
ideas led to the great war, and right ideas 
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led to the utter defeat of Germany and her 
allies. We cannot trace all the streams of 
light that penetrated the darkness of the old 
world, but some of them we can trace with 
distinctness. 

The Frenchman who placed the statue of 
‘Liberty enlightening the world’’ at the 
entrance to New York harbor had a world 
vision. He was a profound philosopher, as 
well as a prophet and an artist. 

In the first half of the seventeenth century 
a little handful of persecuted Baptists from 
-unfriendly communities in the old and the 
new world, amid savages, in an unbroken 
wilderness, on the shores of Rhode Island, 
with only the teachings of Jesus to guide 
them, entered upon what was believed to be 
an utterly impracticable experiment. They 
founded a community on the fundamental 
principle of the absolute separation of 
church and state, based on-a pure democracy 
in both civil and religious ‘‘econcernments.’’ 
This was according to the ideal of him of 
whom Prof. W. C. Wilkinson said: 

‘‘This man was the greatest of warriors, 
though he never drew a sword. He was the 
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greatest of conquerors, though he never 
fought a battle. He was the greatest of 
kings, though he never occupied a throne. 
He was the greatest of legislators, though 
men never appointed him to the legislator’s 
office. He was the greatest of statesmen, 
though he never sat in a cabinet. He was 
the greatest of philosophers, though he never 
named the name philosophy. He was the 
greatest of teachers; he was the greatest of 
preachers. He was the greatest of reform- 
ers, though he never urged what would be 
called areform. He was the greatest among 
leaders of thought, though he was not what 
would be called a thinker. He was the 
greatest force in literature, though he never 
wrote a book. He was the greatest promoter 
of scholarship, though he was not what 
would be called a scholar. He was the great- 
est promoter of science, though he was not 
what would be called a scientist.”’ 

In the fullness of time the inbreathed 
thoughts of the man of Galilee, the world’s 
greatest statesman and leader, were incor- 
porated into the Constitution of the United ' 
States, and became operative both in the 
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domain of religious and civic affairs. Nearly 
a century and a half have passed, and what 
has happened? America has enlightened the 
world. Autocrats in religion and in civil 
government did what they could to shut out 
the light, but the openings were too many. 
The light streamed afar. Perhaps, immi- 
grants to America, more than Presidents or 
politicians, papers or professional propa- 
gandists, have penetrated the old world with 
the light of truth. Take one immigrant. 
She was an Austrian Catholic. She had been 
taught, as the common people of her country 
had been, that only the Catholic church 
could bring the blessings of religion or of 
civil order. Children were taught to dread 
the very sight of a non-Catholic. This fine 
woman was observant. She served in a non- 
Catholic family, saw churches on all sides, 
saw prosperity, boundless as it appeared to 
her, and felt the kindly impact of ‘Christian 
spirits of different denominations. She 
wrote home about it all. The priest could not 
interdict her letters, in fact, would not likely 
see them. From one to another the letters 
passed in her community. Letters followed 
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letters. This was an irresistible invasion of 
ideas. Think of millions of such letters, and 
think of the inevitable disintegration of 
prejudices, and the opening of uncounted 
millions of hearts in the light of truth. The 
immigrants have largely enlightened the old 
world. They saw a demonstration and re- 
ported it. 

It was inevitable that the releasing of the 
powers of men’s minds, under the inspiring 
force of Christ’s teaching, would make for 
progress. It is no accident that Bible-loving 
peoples are leading the world. Religion is 
the deepest thing in human life. Religious 
freedom has made America great, not in 
material things most, but in the minds and 
souls of her people, and in material wealth 
because of the character of her people, for 
there can be no greatness where the people 
are ignorant, subservient and little. America 
today stands before the world a colossal 
demonstration of the practical value of her 
free institutions, both religious and civic. 
Today she holds the first place in the thought 
and heart of humanity. She has come to 
this place by following, not perfectly, but 
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following a policy of unselfish helpfulness. 
She liberated Cuba and asked nothing for 
it. She helped exhausted Spain at the end 
of the Spanish-American war, as a good 
Samaritan act. She is educating the Fili- 
pinos at her own cost. She helped to quell 
the Boxer uprising in helpless China and 
turned her part of the indemnity exacted 
back to China to educate her youth. She 
sought long and arduously to mitigate the 
horrors of the great war, and, failing in 
that, she went into it full length and full 
strength to save the world, herself in it, from 
a deluge of scientific barbarism. She turned 
the battle back from the gates in France and 
brought to the whole world a new hope. 
America has, through her charitable organi- 
zations, acted the good Samaritan to the 
stricken of all lands, not withholding from 
her enemies the healing ministries of a 
Christianized people. Without stint, this 
great free Republic has given her sons—they 
have given themselves—on far-off battle- 
fields to save civilization from being crushed 
by brute force. Out of her abundance she 
has financed the nations struggling for the 
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right. The people at home—all the people, 
practically—have denied themselves, labored 
and stinted to serve the suffering peoples on 
far-off shores sorely stricken by a con- 
scienceless. oppressor. And America asks 
nothing—no indemnities, no territory, noth- 
ing but to serve humanity. This is the 
sublimest national exhibition of the spirit 
of Him who came not to be ministered unto 
but to minister, in all recorded history. In 
this service the teaching of the world’s 
greatest teacher is fulfilled. A nation has 
become the greatest of all by becoming the 
servant of all. This is Christ’s measure of 
greatness, and America measured up to it. 
The illustrious President of our free Repub- 
le in his open diplomacy and in the spirit 
and teachings of his message to the world is 
truly representing the heart of America, and 
the heart of the world responds with confi- 
dence and a deep love. The men who are 
cultivating ‘‘careful selfishness’? are mis- 
representing our civilization and our holy 
religion. 

What is in my mind, as I write, is the 
thought that in this goodly land, where re- 
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ligion is free, where the worth of the indi- 
vidual has been emphasized, where the 
democracy of Jesus has been practiced, in 
church and state, the spirit of brotherliness 
has become forceful, and as Jesus is the 
universal man, so, by thinking His thoughts 
in terms of universal brotherhood, our coun- 
try cannot any longer limit its care to 
itself. Not that the great multitudes are all 
Christians; but they have caught the fine 
vision of Jesus as respects the duty of the 
strong to the weak, and so Christ is really 
leading America to her highest destiny by 
leading her to serve the world. The situa- 
tion is inspiring and appealing, so much so 
that one question should spring from every 
Christian heart: “Lord, what wilt thou have 
me to do?”’ 


ITT. 


THE DIVIDED CONDITION OF 
CHRISTIAN FORCES. 


A sober view of the world as it is today 
will compel the conviction that unless the 
recently liberated peoples shall be led to the 
true liberty with which Christ makes men 
free, they are likely to suffer from anarchy, 
and the last state of some of them will be 
worse than the first. It must appear, also, 
I think, that little help in the work of sta- 
bilizing the liberated nationalities in the 
enjoyment of their new-found liberty can be 
had from either of the great Catholic com- 
munions, Roman or Greek. Autocracy is the 
soul of each, and all history proves that both 
have always been in league with autocratic 
civil powers. These will prove, during the 
whole period of reconstruction upon which 
the world is entering, obstructive, not help- 
ful. The hope of the future lies with the 
non-Catholies of the world and mainly in 
America. England would be far more help- 
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ful but for the state church incubus and for 
the even greater hindrance, the paralysis 
which has fallen on the non-conformist 
bodies through long efforts to get together 
by long-drawn-out processes of minimizing 
truth and compromise. Christianity is 
always weakened by such efforts. 

When we turn to America we are con- 
fronted by many and more or less weakening 
divisions. It seems to me that the situation 
calls for the frankest and the most prayerful 
consideration, a consideration sympathetic, 
thorough, fraternal, and as sincere as sun- 
light. In the grave situation we are in, the 
religious leaders of America ought to sum- 
mon themselves to face the facts, with hum- 
ble courage, and with a high resolve to 
conform to the truth, not only for the truth’s 
sake, but for the world’s sake. 

I say what all moderately informed people 
know when I declare that our differences 
today are largely, even mainly, inherited. 
Nothing but the truth will make men free 
from slavery to prejudices and traditions. 
The Bereans were accounted noble because 
they tried the things they heard by the 
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Scriptures to see if they were true. Such a 
spirit turned loose everywhere would re- 
make the world. 

How did divisions arise among Christians 
in past generations? The story is told in 
plain words by historians. Primitive Chris- 
tianity was like its founder—simple, appeal- 
ing to the plain, simple people. The common 
people heard Him gladly. Early in the 
history of Christianity corrupting influences 
began to work. They began in the Apostolic 
period, as the Scriptures reveal. Even Peter 
was carried away by Judaizers at Antioch. 
Much of Paul’s time was taken up with 
questions affecting the true faith and solemn 
warnings were left to safeguard the infant 
churches against seducers. 

The program of the early disciples was 
simple. It was given them by their risen 
Lord. They weve to evangelize by preaching 
the Gospel. When people believed, they 
were to be baptized. Baptism was then 
what the word employed by Jesus signified, 
an immersion. This was the practice for 
centuries and is yet with the Greek Catholic 
ehurch, which did not follow the Roman 
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branch in changing the rite. None but pro- 
fessed believers were baptized. Churches 
were local communities composed of the 
baptized. Churches were spiritual bodies, 
each self-governing and each democratic. 
There were no over-lords in the churches. 
Christ was the only Lord, and all the 
others were brethren. Lording it over 
God’s heritage was expressly forbidden. 
Baptism and the Lord’s Supper were 
symbolic, teaching ordinances, not sacra- 
ments. The pastor of each church was 
a Bishop. The preaching of the first cen- 
turies of the Christian Era was the message 
of salvation delivered in the name of Christ 
to the minds and hearts of individuals. 
Faith carried obedience to Christ the 
Saviour. Baptism professed faith in the 
Christ who died and rose again, and also 
symbolized the personal experience of the 
believer in which he died to a sinful life and 
rose to walk in a new life. The Lord’s Sup- 
per held a place in each church and was 
celebrated by the saved, not as a sacrament, 
but as a memorial of Christ’s death. It, 
also, kept alive in the minds of the com- 
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municants the promise of the Lord’s return 
to receive His people. There was no con- 
nection between church and state. The 
churches were intensely evangelical and 
evangelistic. The missionaries of the cross 
pressed out in every direction with their 
life-giving message. 

Within the first three centuries Christian- 
ity had penetrated nearly every part of the 
Roman Empire and had largely conquered 
it by its simple method which everywhere 
recognized the freedom of the soul and indi- 
vidual responsibility. There was no Pope 
and no cumbrous system of overlordship to 
control the free actions of the churches in 
the days when Christianity was making its 
greatest conquest. But evil days were 
coming, and they were hastened by a 
double process. Heresies sprang up in the 
churches, the seeds of which were sown by 
unseasoned converts from other religions. 
The churches were weakened from within 
by false doctrines. The other part of the 
double process was easy. There began a 
process of outward adjustment to environ- 
ments, resulting in a blending of Christian- 
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ity and heathenism. In the course of time 
the deadline was crossed. The churches, 
relaxing their grip on the cardinal principle. 
of supreme obedience to Jesus as Lord over 
all to His churches, came naturally under 
the leadership of men. This was the un- 
doing apostasy of the early centuries of 
Christianity. It, with the constantly grow- 
ing tendency to centralize ecclesiastical 
functions and powers in the Bishops of 
metropolitan churches, led inevitably to 
what followed, a huge ecclesiasticism, with 
a human head. As the main theater of 
Christian activities during the early cen- 
turies was in the Roman Empire, the 
Keclesiastical Empire fell into the mold of 
the Roman Empire. The two blended in 
thought, and the Roman Catholic church 
resulted. 

The Roman Emperors persecuted Chris- 
tians till the days of Constantine. As soon 
as the Roman Catholic church gained power, 
it persecuted all dissenters. In this situa- 
tion, the Spirit of Jesus, the doctrines of 
salvation, the simple government of the 
independent churches, along with the Word 
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of God as the law of Christ’s reign, all went 
down before Roman Catholic Imperialism. 
The dark ages logically followed, during 
which there were all sorts of intrigues be- 
tween the Popes and the despotic rulers of 
the oppressed nations. Liberty was dead, 
both in religious and in civil affairs. The 
union of church and state was inevitable, 
and it has continued to this day, with all its 
entanglements and incongruities. 

From the day the supreme and _-undele- 
gated authority of Jesus was set aside for 
human authority in matters of religion, 
Christianity was unanchored and became 
the plaything of ecclesiastics and civil poten- 
tates. The dream of one universal church 
held the minds of Popes. To this dream 
everything was sacrificed, even the lives 
of countless martyrs, who sealed their 
testimony with their blood. The methods 
employed by Christ to win converts, by open, 
free preaching and teaching, were cast aside 
for methods political and worldly. Infants 
were made members of the church, and 
every vestige of distinction between the 
world and the church was lost by the incor- 
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poration of everybody into the church, thus 
leaving nothing for the world; or, speaking 
more properly, the world swallowed the 
church, so that they were one, and it the 
world, profanely miscalled the church. With 
the final changing of baptism to sprinkling, 
nothing of the Apostolic institutions 
remained, and the true light of the Gospel 
was shut off from the world. Gross dark- 
ness covered the people. The long period 
from the rise of the Papacy to the Reforma- 
tion is well called ‘‘the dark ages.’’ 
Throughout this period there were faithful 
witnesses hid away commonly in mountain 
fastnesses, to be pursued to their death 
when they could be found, and the Papacy 
was not too much occupied with other trou- 
bles. The secular arm was invoked to exter- 
minate heretics, and always responded on 
the principle of reciprocal service. 

This chapter would be of little worth if 
from this brief sketch of the great apostasy 
we extract no vital lessons. The outstanding 
lesson is the dangers of a pernicious drift. 
Many years ago the world was shocked and 
horrified by the wreck of a great ocean liner 
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on the British coast, with the loss of hun- 
dreds of lives. The Captain was saved and 
explained it all by saying, ‘‘We slipped our 
anchor, and the winds and waves carried us 
on the rocks.’’ The early churches, by in- 
sidious influences within and without, let go 
their anchor, the supreme and undelegated 
Lordship of Jesus and the Holy Scriptures, 
the sole law of His reign. That gone, the 
Papacy arose. It was inevitable under the 
conditions then existing, for humanity de- 
mands some final authority in religion. The 
builders of the Romish hierarchy were not 
slow to capitalize every available element of 
human nature to grip the hearts of the 
people. They have exploited everything 
within their reach to enslave the race, and 
deliverance can only come by a return, both 
in sentiment and practice, to Christ’s solemn 
pronouncement which stands as a prelude to 
His great commission, “All authority is 
given me in heaven and on earth.” 

The first great task of modern Christian- 
ity is to reéstablish in the hearts and minds 
of the present generation the fundamental 
doctrine of the supreme and undelegated 
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authority of Jesus Christ in His Kingdom, 
and to cast down every imagination and 
pretense which exalts itself against the. 
Kingly authority of the Lord of lords and 
King of kings. This task confronts us as 
we face the superhuman task of the recon- 
struction of the world on sound principles. 

My deep conviction is that the world must 
be reconstructed on the principles of soul 
liberty and individualism in religion, with 
Christ as Saviour and Lord over all. 
Catholicism, Greek or Roman, is an incum- 
brance. Modified Catholicism will prove 
weak and will plant seeds of future trouble 
where propagated. The world from this day 
will move toward the supreme authority of 
Jesus, as the center of a new unity, or will 
gradually react toward Papal authority. 
What a call for wisdom and the spirit of 
truth-seeking. 


Eva 


AT THE DAWN OF THE 
REFORMATION. 


Things were about at their worst when 
the Reformation broke upon the world. The 
Romish hierarchy had shut off the light of 
life, revealed in Jesus, by thrusting its huge 
and opaque body between the peoples of the . 
earth and the only source of light. Church- 
ianity had nearly, not entirely, superseded 
Christianity. In the thinking of many to- 
day, Rome had entirely conquered that part 
of the religious world called Christian. This 
view is not entirely correct. There were, all 
along the bloody way Catholicism traveled, 
from the early centuries down to the dawn 
of the Reformition, people, under one name 
or another, who held to the Apostolic faith. 
They held the principles professed by the 
founders of Rhode Island, later written into 
the Constitution of the United States, which 
principles have given America the leader- 
ship of the world in this new age. 

(37) 
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The fact just stated has a practical bear- 

ing on our appraisement of the Reformation, 
to be considered in the next chapter. In 
confirmation of the view here presented, I 
submit a quotation which refutes two errors, 
first, that the Roman Catholic Hierarchy is 
Apostolic in origin, and, second, that it was 
necessary to originate a new order of Chris- 
tianity, that is, give to Christian principles 
a new outward expression at the Reforma- 
tion. : 
In 1819, just 100 years ago, two eminent 
scholars, Drs. Ypiij and Dermout, published 
the History of the Dutch Reformed Church 
in four volumes. Dr. Ypiij was a professor 
in the University of Gunningen, and Dr. 
Dermout was chaplain to the King of Hol- _ 
land. Both were Pedobaptists. In their 
great work they gave one chapter to the 
history of the Dutch Baptists, from which 
the following is taken: 

‘“We have now seen that the Baptists, who 
were formerly called Anabaptists, and in 
later times Mennonites, were the original 
Waldenses and have long, in the history of 
the church, received the honor of that origin. 
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On this account the Baptists may be consid- 
ered the only Christian community which 
has stood since the Apostles, and as a Chris- 
tian society which has preserved pure the 
doctrine of the Gospel through all ages. The 
perfectly correct external economy of the 
Baptist denomination tends to confirm the 
truth disputed by the Romish church—that 
the Reformation brought about in the six- 
teenth century was in the highest degree 
necessary; and at the same time goes to 
refute the erroneous notions of the Catholics 
that their communion is the most ancient.”’ 

There is much unbiased testimony con- 
firmatory of the statement of these two 
eminent Dutch historians. Cardinal Hosis, 
who presided over the Council of Trent, 
declared that if Baptists had not been cut 
off with the knife, they would have swarmed 
over the world. It is necessary to say that 
all Anabaptists were not Baptists. The term 
Anabaptist means simply rebaptizer. Many 
individuals of the parties named by the 
eminent Dutch historians were not Baptists. 
Most of them were. They all rejected infant 
haptism. It appears from competent testi- 


40 BAPTISTS AND THEIR BUSINESS 


mony, none of it Baptist, that at the dawn 
of the Reformation there were faithful wit- 
nesses for Jesus and His truth with a 
‘‘nerfectly correct external economy.’’ But 
these denied infant baptism along with other 
errors of Rome, both external and internal 
—the whole fabric of the Papal apostasy— 
and, as opportunity allowed, called the dark 
world back to the simplicity of Christ, and 
to the faith and order revealed in the Holy 
Scriptures. I ask the reader to pause with 
me and reflect what might have been if the 
reformers had gone all the way back to the 
primitive order, coalesced with the faithful 
witnesses of that period, and fought the 
battle out on Scriptural lines, and not on 
compromise principles. This they did not 
do. The inevitable happened. With no 
structural principles to guide them, drawn 
from the Scriptures, with the weight of 
divine authority to impress and enforce 
them, the Reformation broke up into war- 
ring sects, which have been compelled to 
wait another cycle for a new opportunity to 
unite on solid Scriptural ground. And this 
eycle has seen the evils of the great Romish 
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apostasy repeat themselves in the main 
reformed bodies. Infant baptism, carrying 
the fatal doctrine of regeneration in it, has 
led to the joining of church and state, as in 
Germany, where Lutheranism prevailed; 
England, where Anglicanism holds sway, 
and in the American colonies wherever any 
Protestant order that got the power to 
established itself. 

The course of history shows that the root 
principles of the Romish apostasy bore the 
same bitter fruits in the Protestant orders 
as in their native soil. Persecutions have 
marked and marred the history of the great 
original Protestant orders, and the corrup- 
tion of both church and state has followed 
as logically as darkness follows sunset. In 
America, where Baptists fought and won 
the battle for full and equal religious lib- 
erty for all, the natural corruptions of 
Romish doctrines have been prevented, in a 
measure, by the salt of sound doctrine. And, 
further, the evangelical elements in Protes- 
tantism, taken as a whole, have been of great 
value in overcoming the Romish elements in 
the same bodies. To illustrate, the deadly 
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doctrine of rantismal regeneration, in more 
or less pronounced form, is inlaid in all 
Protestantism, but in practice the evange- 
listic doctrine of justification by faith 
neutralizes it where and while the evange- 
listie spirit predominates. If Luther had 
been brave enough and strong enough to go 
all the way back to the individualism of 
Jesus and His Apostles to the simple, demo- 
cratic church government of the New Testa- 
ment; to the liberty with which Christ makes 
men free—if he had gone back to the simple 
faith and order of primitive Christianity, 
the great war just closed could not have 
occurred. Free religion would have saved 
the world, what we have just had, and only 
free religion, with churches composed of 
regenerated people, disentangled from the 
state, can safeguard the future. There is 
another sentence to be added: Only those 
who believe these great truths can ade- 
quately serve the stricken world in this time 
of reconstruction. 

It is important to add, also, that at the 
dawn of the Reformation, Christianity, what 
there was of it, was entangled with and sup- 
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pressed by the civil forces. This made a 
great hindrance. Only men who had a clear 
vision of Christ’s program as laid down in 
the New Testament, and were willing to 
venture all for it, could meet such an hour 
as that. Unfortunately, the reformers were 
themselves believers in the union of church 
and state, so that from the very beginning 
the Reformation was compelled to find its 
way the best it could along the devious paths 
of politics. Luther, Calvin, Henry the VIII 
all stood straight out for the enforcement 
of religious decrees by civil authority; and, 
therefore, in the conditions then obtaining, 
we could hardly expect a thorough-going 
reformation. Union of church and state was 
one of the Catholic errors brought over into 
Protestantism, and that has been a curse in 
the Protestant world from that day to this. 


ve 
THE REFORMATION INCOMPLETE. 


The Reformation of the sixteenth century, 
led by Luther, Calvin and others, was one of 
the most inspiring events in human history. 
The reformers, taken together, were a group 
of men possessing very high qualities. They - 
conferred on humanity many benefits. They 
deserve high honor for their labors and 
achievements, and the intelligent world will 
not withhold the distinctions these men 
deserve. 

Rightly to appraise the reformers and 
their work, we must consider the times they 
lived in and the conditions under which they 
wrought. Darkness covered the world and 
gross darkness the people. The Roman 
Catholic system had nearly mastered human- 
ity, and what that meant to those living 
under its sway cannot be fully appreciated 
unless we consider that all the interests of 
the people, individually and collectively, had 
been taken over, to be administered by the 
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hierarchy, under the bold assumption of 
absolute authority from God. The people 
were consulted about nothing. All power 
came down from the Popes, through grades 
of subalterns. Intellectual and spiritual 
serfdom was about complete. The severest 
penalties were visited on any who refused 
obedience. The Scriptures were not circu- 
lated. The masses were kept in gross igno- 
rance. The church and the state were united. 
According to the Papal teaching, all infants 
were lost and could only be saved by baptism. 
Rantism (sprinkling) had taken the place of 
baptism. All the rantized were declared 
saved because regenerated and made in- 
heriters of the Kingdom. The priests were 
declared to have power to remit sins, and 
on and on. 

Under such a system, it was certain that 
every corrupt tendency in human nature 
would be developed, and there was no free 
speech or free press to expose and correct 
gross immoralities. The result was gross 
priestly corruption. The limit was reached 
in the sale of indulgencies, which led to a 
rupture. Luther led in an open defiance of 
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Papal bulls or decrees, and the Reformation 
was started. 

It is no part of the plan of this chapter 
to follow the course of the Reformation, but 
rather to make an appraisement of its worth 
to the world and to note its fundamental 
failures. I would put foremost in reckon- 
ing values the outstanding fact that the 
Papal power was shattered in Central 
Europe and in England. Its universal do- 
minion was broken. Men could think once 
more, provided they thought with the 
reformers. The iron chains of Popery were 
no longer sufficient to bind all the nations of 
earth to the Papal throne. From the 
Reformation began a new intellectual devel- 
opment, with the open Bible the source of 
its light and inspiration. The spiritual 
values of the Reformation were very great. 
The way was open for a reconstruction of 
theology on the Bible, though the opportu- 
nity was poorly improved, as will appear 
further on. The incompleteness of the 
break away from Rome largely dwarfed the 
spiritual values of the movement. But, 
taking the times into consideration and duly 
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considering the environments of the reform- 
ers, they wrought well, though far from 
perfectly, as their unfinished work demon- 
strates. 

The Reformation, however, was an ar- 
rested movement. It reached no solid or 
consistent ground. It repudiated the au- 
thority of the Popes, but did not go all the 
way back to the supreme authority of Jesus 
Christ. It clung to the working principle 
which made the Papacy possible; that is, 
the right of men, some men, under some 
circumstances, to change divine institutions. 
This principle made the Reformation both 
incomplete and dangerous. It made the 
development of sects certain and it carried 
with it all the weaknesses of modern Protes- 
tantism. Under the workings of this deadly 
principle, human judgment, wherever it 
suited human interests, set aside the Scrip- 
ture teaching for something more conven- 
ient. ‘‘The Bible and the Bible alone’’ was 
not the religion of Protestants, the founders 
and leaders of Protestantism being them- 
selves witnesses. This point is so vital to 
the discussion that I feel bound to submit 
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proof of the challenging statement just 
written. JI will take testimony as to baptism, 
the unifying ordinance of Christianity: 

Calvin, the founder of Presbyterianism: 
‘‘The word baptizo signifies to immerse, and 
the rite of immersion was performed by the 
ancient church.’’ 

Luther: ‘‘ Baptism is a Greek word, and 
may be translated immersion, as when we 
immerse something in water, that it may be 
wholly covered. They ought, nevertheless, 
to be wholly immersed and then immediately 
drawn out, for that the etymology of the 
word seems to demand.”’ 

Neander, in his Letter to Judd: ‘‘As to 
your question on the original rite of baptism. 
There can be no doubt whatever that in the 
primitive times it was performed by immer- 
sion, to signify a complete immersion into 
the new principle of the divine life which 
was to be imparted by the Messiah.”’ 

Charles Anthon, Professor of Greek in 
Columbia College: ‘‘The primary meaning 
of the word is to dip or immerse; and its 
secondary meanings, if it ever had any, all 
refer, in some way or other, to the same 
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leading idea. Sprinkling, etc., are entirely 
out of the question.”’ 

Prof. Stuart, Congregationalist, Andover 
Theological Seminary, Massachusetts: 
“Baptizo means to dip, plunge or immerse 
into anything liquid. All lexicographers 
and critics of any note are agreed in this.”’ 

The testimony of the immortal John Wes- 
ley, Methodist, corroborates the foregoing. 

These quotations could be greatly ex- 
tended. Well-informed people do not need 
them. They are given for readers who do 
not have libraries and in confirmation of the 
statement that the Reformation broke down 
on the structural principle of ohedience to 
Christ, accepting the Romish principle of 
human authority to change Christian insti- 
tutions. On the same principle, infant rant- 
ism, with its corollary, infant church mem- 
bership, was brought over from Rome, with 
the dogma of infant regeneration wrapped 
up in it. Rantismal salvation was, also, 
affirmed to all who received the rite. This 
blotted out the distinction between the 
ehurch and the world. It, also, obliterated 
the divine requirement for Scriptural bap- 
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tism, i.e., a personal faith in Christ. It, also, 
substituted a proxy religion for a personal 
religion. By this system, brought over from 
Rome, the very foundations of Christ’s order 
and rule were subverted. Out of these errors 
the union of church and state came logically, 
and this heresy bore its legitimate fruits, 
spiritual deadness, the pomps and prides of 
ecclesiasticism fashioned by human wisdom, 
with persecutions, all of which Protestant- 
ism has amply demonstrated, wherever any 
branch of it was strong enough to force its 
will. This is the voice of history. 

The demonstration of the roots of Roman- 
ism transplanted into Protestantism is seen 
in Germany, where the Lutheran church 
was simply an arm of imperial power; in 
England, where the Anglican church spreads 
over the island like a deadly upas tree, and 
where martyr fires were kindled till the 
doctrine of soul liberty grew strong in the 
hearts of the people. The same things hap- 
pened in the early days of the settlement of 
America, from Maine to South Carolina. 

We are not to suppose that Catholies or 
others who practiced cruelties were natur- 
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ally different from their victims. They were 
not. They held pernicious doctrines, and 
their principles worked as principles always 
will, according to their kind. The future 
welfare of the race depends on putting 
religion on a wholly different foundation, 
even the foundation of Christ and His 
inspired Apostles. And to the consideration 
of that hopeful and inspiring subject, the 
reader is invited to go with me into the next 

chapter. 


VI. 


THE LORDSHIP OF CHRIST, THE 
CENTER AND HOPE OF CHRIS- 
TIAN UNITY. 


In the Book of Judges we read of a time 
when there was no king in Israel, no au- 
thority, and then every man “‘did that which 
was right in his own eyes.’’ It was a time 
of division and weakness in Israel. Micah 
set up idol worship in his house and 
appointed his son to be his priest. Where 
there is no supreme authority in religion, 
respected, revered and obeyed by all, divi- 
sions and weakness follow. A divided force 
cannot be brought to recognize a supreme 
authority, and until the hearts and minds of 
the people are brought into loving subjection 
to that authority, the futility of all efforts 
to bring divided elements together by com- 
promise has been demonstrated. The weak- 
ness in all such efforts lies in the fact that 
it leaves everyone to do that which is right 
in his own eyes. 

(52) 
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The human heart instinctively feels that 
there must be in the realm of spirit an 
authoritative voice to which people may 
turn for the settlement of the grave ques- 
tions affecting the soul and its eternal des- 
tiny. After the world was gradually led 
away from the authority of Jesus, men 
capitalized this longing in order to grow the 
Papacy, and today unreasonable, even gro- 
tesque, as it is, the infallibility dogma is the 
mainstay of Popery. The astute leaders of 
that tangled system of man-made religion 
know it well. When the infallibility dogma 
was passed by the great assembly of eccle- 
siastics in Rome, the very audacity of it 
shocked many of the clericals. ‘There was 
wild confusion, with prophecies of the dis- 
ruption of the church. Men did not see how 
they could face the enlightened world with 
such a doctrine. Amid the confusion an 
English prelate, from an eminence, waved 
the dogma over his head and shouted: ‘‘ Let 
all the world go to bits, and we will recon- 
struct it on this paper.’’ And that is the 
hope of the Papacy today, relying on the 
innate, unconquerable desire in the human 
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heart for a stable foundation for faith and 
order. 

The world has, to a distressing degree, 
gone to bits. As set out in a former chapter, 
when Protestantism broke away from the 
authority of the Popes, it did not come all 
the way back to the supreme, unchangeable, 
undelegated authority of Jesus Christ, as 
expressed in the Scriptures, which are to 
remain, to the end of this age, the law of 
Christ’s reign. The reformers came out of 
Rome, but much of Rome came out with 
them, including the main working principle 
of that complicated ecclesiasticism, 1. e., the 
right of men to change and adjust divine 
orders to changing human conditions accord- — 
ing to human wisdom. Until this principle 
is definitely renounced there can be no 
Christian unity, for men will go on doing 
the things that are right in their own eyes. 
The center and hope of Christian unity 
today is the supreme, undelegated authority 
of Jesus Christ in religion, and the Holy 
Scriptures the law of his reign, fully 
accepted and humbly followed. This is the 
structural doctrine of the Scriptures. There 
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is somewhere in the spiritual realm one who 
can speak with authority, who can tell us 
what we need to know and lead the true 
Israel of God through this earthly wilder- 
ness to the promised land. Isaiah spoke of 
this one in these words: ‘‘Behold, I have 
given him for a witness to the people, a 
leader and commander to the people.”’ 
Prophets, from Abraham down through 
their long line, gave him the place of authori- 
tative leadership, and all the Apostles joined 
the prophets. God from heaven owned Him 
as son at His baptism, and on the Mount of 
Transfiguration gave command to hear Him. 

Jesus, fresh from the cross and the tomb, 
before His assembled disciples declared: 
“All authority is given unto me in heaven 
and mm earth.’’ On the basis of this declara- 
tion He gave His final command to His dis- 
ciples. The Lordship of Jesus is the key 
doctrine of all teaching concerning both the 
propagation and order of Christianity. This 
sovereignty He has never delegated to any- 
one. I amnot ignorant of the Papal conten- 
tions, nor of the theories set forth to main- 
tain them. They are insufficient, and are 
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refuted by both Scripture and the substance 
of doctrine, the form nor the spirit of the 
simple New Testament churches. It is a 
thorough-going apostasy, which has de- 
throned Jesus and enthroned a mortal, sin- 
ful man as head over all to that hierarchy. 
No organization with an authoritative hu- 
man head can be Christ’s church, for He is 
head over all to His church. The frank and 
consistent acknowledgment of the Lordship 
of Christ in all the affairs of the soul is the 
~ first step toward the reconstruction of mod- 
ern Christianity. This will carry with it 
obedience. It will, also, carry the submis- 
sion of the human will to the divine will, as 
a condition of obedience. It will, at once, 
immensely limit the field of derisive contro- 
versy by removing many vexing questions 
from before the modern Christian world. All 
debates over any classification of Christ’s 
commands into things essential and things 
not essential will come to an end. It will be 
taken for granted that every command is 
essential to the purpose for which it was 
given. The mind of Christendom will be 
turned to the Scriptures to learn of Him 
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what He would have us do. It will be taken 
for settled that every substitute for the 
divine order is beyond the pale of considera- 
tion. When Christendom is turned to Jesus 
as Lord over all, as well as Saviour, modern 
Christianity will be started on the right road, 
back to the only ground of unity. 

But this acceptance of the Lordship of 
Jesus must be thoroughgoing. It must not 
stop at mere acquiescence. The Master Him- 
self sounded the true note at this point: 
‘*Why call ye me Lord, Lord, and do not 
the things I say?’’ Indeed, why? Obedience 
to Christ must take rank over all human 
authority and over all preferences. And it 
must be personal. Indeed, the law of Christ 
knows nothing of proxy obedience. Chris- 
tianity is an individualistic religion. Juda- 
ism nationalized a family. Christianity in- 
dividualizes the human race. ‘‘Everyone”’ 
is its keynote, and the urge of that note, 
with the supreme authority of the Lord of 
glory back of it, goes to the ‘‘all things com- 
manded”’ in the Holy Scriptures. 

The structural principle of Christianity is 
obedience to Christ, its divine founder and 
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lawgiver. The controlling spirit is love for 
Jesus, as Saviour, Lord, and condescending 
friend. ‘‘If you love me keep my command- 
ments.’’ ‘‘And if you love me you will 
keep my commandments.’’ Herein is the 
constraining power of that master passion 
of Christianity, the love of Christ, the pas- 
sion that sent the martyrs to the stake with 
songs in their hearts and praises on their 
lips. 

The supreme, undelegated Lordship of 
Jesus is the most practical center and ground 
of unity that even divine wisdom can devise. 
It has the very great advantage of simplic- 
ity. The early discipies, from the learned 
Paul to the common peasants, understood it. 
It kept them together till vain philosophies 
and heathen practices corrupted the 
churches and broke down their devotion to 
their head. There is much in the present 
world situation to encourage a call to all 
Christ’s disciples, of every name and order, 
to commit themselves wholeheartedly to this 
holy principle of obedience, and to go back 
to a new study of the Scriptures to find the 
mind of Jesus. The heart of Christendom 
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is soft today. There is a great yearning for 
real unity. There is a deep sense of the 
weakness and waste of the many divisions 
in Christendom, and there is widespread 
conviction that the present generation has 
inherited its divisions and embarrassment 
from the past and is in no way responsible 
except as needless divisions are needlessly 
perpetuated. The very times in which we 
live favor the democratic practice of indi- 
vidual investigation and free action. The 
tides fight against autocracy, and inherited 
opinions are due to be tested at the bar of 
appropriate tribunals. The Scriptures are 
held, loosely, to be sure, by many, but held to 
be divinely inspired and of authority in re- 
ligion. The hour is opportune for an effort 
to turn the mind of Christendom to the 
supreme authority of Him who alone can 
speak a decisive word touching the affairs 
of His Kingdom. 


VI 


CHRIST’S PROGRAM FOR WORLD 
CONQUEST. 


Christ’s program for world conquest is 
given in what is called His Great Commis- 
sion. In all human speech no equal number 
of words ever meant so much for human 
weal. There is first the august foreword, 
‘All authority is given me in heaven and 
earth.’’ It matters not whether the word 
authority or power is used. If He has the 
authority He has the power, and if He has 
the power He has the authority. Jesus here 
assumes full command of His forces and 
issues His simple order, an order the plain 
men looking into His face could and did 
understand. The wrangling and confusions 
arising among Christ’s disciples over this 
command are not due to any obscurity in 
the order itself, but to the innate disposition 
in the minds of men to make divine institu- 
tions conform to their wishes. The case can 
not be better stated than it has been by the 
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illustrious Dr. George Campbell, Presby- 
terian, than whom that communion never 
produced a finer scholar. He says: 

‘‘The word baptizein, both in sacred au- 
thors and in classical, signifies to dip, to 
plunge, to immerse, and was rendered by 
Tertullian, the oldest of the Latin fathers, 
tingere, the term used for dyeing cloth, 
which was by immersion. It is always con- 
strued suitably to this meaning. 

‘*Tt is to be regretted that we have so much 
evidence that even good and learned men 
allowed their judgments to be warped by the 
sentiments and customs of the sect which 
they prefer. The true partisan, of whatever 
denomination, always inclines to correct the 
diction of the spirit by that of the party.”’ 

This noble scholar has pointed out a pre- 
vailing evil arising out of unsanctified 
human nature. It is a besetment every 
Christian should guard against with re- 
ligious care. 

Jesus was the simplest of teachers. He 
used the plainest of words. He could be 
understood and was understood when He 
pronounced His program for world con- 
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quest. That scholarship has immensely 
helped mankind in the understanding of the 
deep things of God, is to be admitted; but 
that pedantic, partisan scholars have mud- 
died much clear water is to be, also, vigor- 
ously affirmed. 

At this vital point what words are saner 
or better than these from the illustrious 
Daniel Webster: 

‘“‘T believe that the Bible is to be believed 
and understood in the plain and obvious 
meaning of its passages; for I cannot per- 
suade myself that a book intended for the 
instruction and conversion of the whole 
world should cover its true meaning in any 
such mystery and doubt that none but critics 
and philosophers can discover it. If we 
abide by the principles taught in the Bible, 
our country will go on prospering and to 
prosper, but if we and our posterity neglect 
its instructions and authority, no man can 
tell how sudden a catastrophe may over- 
whelm us and bury all our glory in profound 
obseurity.”’ 

The obvious meaning of Christ’s words in 
His final command to His disciples is that, 
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first of all, disciples are to be made by 
preaching the Gospel. That is in the very 
forefront. Nothing can come before it. 
When people believe, the very next thing in 
the divine order is baptism. Of course, 
Jesus meant true baptism, the thing the 
word employed meant; not rantism, for if 
He had meant that, He would have used 
that word. Put into English words, Jesus 
commanded immersion, not sprinkling. He 
gave to baptism a deep spiritual meaning. 
On this point I will let Conybeare and How- 
son, two Episcopalian scholars, known 
throughout the English-speaking world, 
speak: 

“This passage (Romans 6-4) cannot be 
understood unless it be understood that the 
primitive baptism was by immersion.’’ In 
the same volume is this statement: ‘‘It is 
needless to add that baptism was adminis- 
tered by immersion, the converts being 
plunged beneath the surface of the water to 
represent His death to the life of sin, and 
then raised from this momentary burial to 
represent His resurrection to the life of 
righteousness. It must be a subject of re- 
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gret that the general discontinuance of this 
original form of baptism has rendered ob- 
scure to popular apprehension some very 
important passages of Scripture.’’ 

With this view, Chalmers, Kennedy, 
Lightfoot, all Pedobaptists, and all the 
great scholars of the world agree. The place 
given baptism by Christ, and its sublime 
symbolism, preclude both sprinkling and 
especially infant sprinkling. 

Baptism is both a separating and a unify- 
ing ordinance. Symbolically it separates 
from the old life and commits the baptized 
to the new life in Christ. Therefore, we are 
said to put on Christ by baptism. As a com- 
mon uniform unifies an army, because the 
uniform is a symbol of obedience and service 
in the one army and under one flag, so does 
baptism separate from the old life symbol- 
ically and bring together those who are 
enlisted in Christ’s army. It is, therefore, 
a striking teaching ordinance. If the mod- 
ern Christian world, accepting the light of 
the truth symbolized by baptism, would 
come to the practice of this holy ordinance 
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in the place assigned it by Christ and in the 
meaning put into it by Him who instituted 
it, the unity of Christendom would be almost 
accomplished. Structurally, baptism occu- 
pies the key position in the whole line of the 
outward defenses of spiritual religion. A 
right understanding and use of baptism will 
dispose of a whole brood of divisive ques- 
tions. Infant rantism, carrying regenera- 
tion and salvation, has corrupted Chris- 
tianity more than almost any other one 
departure from the truth. To restore bap- 
tism to its divinely appointed place and 
functions is almost to restore Christianity to 
its primitive purity and unity. 

This discussion is following the track 
made plain by the scholarship of the world. 
With baptism restored to its primitive place 
and meaning, we may go on to follow the 
further commands of Christ found in the 
sacred writings—‘‘all things,’’ churches, the 
Lord’s Supper, missions, the whole body of 
divine teachings, which are declared to be 
ample for all the purposes of the Christian 
life and warfare. The teaching of all things 
commanded is to follow the baptism in the 
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order established by the Founder of our holy 
religion. 

This is Christ’s program for world con- 
quest. It is simple, practical, workable. It 
bears on it the stamp of divine wisdom and 
authority. And, therefore, it deserves the 
loyal support of everyone who calls Jesus 
Lord. And is it not pertinent to say that 
whoever loyally supports this program can 
not be rightly charged with sectarianism ? 
It is Christ’s order for every one of His 
disciples. President Wilson, in one of the 
loftiest addresses which ever fell from the 
lips of an American statesman, discussing — 
the League of Nations, said: ‘‘No party has 
a right to appropriate this issue. It is an 
issue that concerns all humanity.’’ May it 
not be said that Christ’s' Great Commission 
is too great to be appropriated in any exclu- 
sive way by any sect or section of Christen- 
dom? It is truly the divine charter of Chris- 
tianity, as it fell from the sacred lips of our 
risen Lord. And facing its plain provisions, 
we shall all find our loyalty to Jesus prac- 
tically tested. He who admits the simple 
truth set out, but refuses to accept it as his 


BAPTISTS AND THEIR BUSINESS 67 


guide, quits the great guiding principle of 
obedience to Jesus as Lord, and accepts the 
working principle which evolved Roman 
Catholicism. More, he flaunts both the wis- 
dom and authority of the Lord of glory by 
setting up his own will and wisdom against 
them. 


VIII. 


BAPTISTS AND OTHER DENOMINA- 
TIONS. 


All well-informed people know that there 
is a sedate effort making now, on a very 
large scale, to group all non-Catholic bodies 
under one overhead leadership, on the as- 
sumption that Baptists and the other non- 
Catholic bodies are practically one. The 
gravest objection to the assumption is that 
it is not so, and it tends to break down the 
most vital principles of the Christian re- 
ligion. Manifestly, if there are no vital 
principles separating the denominations, 
they ought to merge, and that is what is 
intended by those who insist on grouping 
Baptists with others. 

President E. Y. Mullins, of the Southern 
Baptist Theological Seminary, in a clarify- 
ing statement of the root principles which 
set Baptists off in a group to themselves, 
Says: 
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“For Baptists the question of Christian 
union goes to the heart of the deeper ques- 
tion as to the nature of the Christian 
religion. Questions of outward forms of 
worship and organization and of relations 
to other denominations depend upon the 
fundamental question: What is Christian- 
ity? The Christian religion is primarily the 
personal union of the individual with Christ 
by faith. From this root springs the tree. 
It is this direct relation of the soul to God 
in Christ which is the guiding principle for 
Baptists. 

‘*In their view of religion Baptists are 
necessarily democrats of the most thorough- 
going kind, with self-determination as the 
cardinal principle. They hold the following 
truths as self-evident: First, that the indi- 
vidual soul is competent to deal directly with 
God in Christ; second, that all souls are 
equally entitled to direct access to God; 
third, that all believers are entitled to equal 
privileges in the church; fourth, that to be 
responsible, the soul must be free; fifth, that 
the true ideal of the relations between church 
and state is a free church in a free state; 
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sixth, that our social ideal is best expressed 
in the divine command, ‘Love your neighbor 
as yourself.’ 

‘‘We hold the foregoing principles, not as 
incidental or detachable opinions, but as car- 
dinal teachings of the New Testament and 
vital to genuine Christianity.”’ 

These simple and elemental principles, by 
their implicit logic, define the Baptist atti- 
tude toward certain other tenets and beliefs. 
Baptists cannot recognize or accept the 
‘fhistoric episcopate,’’ because it disturbs 
the direct relation of the soul to Christ. It 
interposes a human authority in the form of 
a line of ecclesiastical administrators. Nor 
can Baptists accept the idea of saving grace 

communicated through the sacraments, or, 
as we prefer to call them, the ordinances of 
the church. This teaching inevitably tends 
to make of grace a fact in the realm of mat- 
ter instead of a fact in the realm of mind 
and spirit. It also tends to destroy the direct 
relation of the soul to Christ by making 
religion dependent upon outward forms and 
upon the mediation of sacerdotal or priestly 
orders, who become the custodians of divine 
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grace. Sacramentarianism and sacerdotal- 
ism are both foreign to the Baptist concep- 
tion of a spiritual Christianity. 

‘For Baptists, infant baptism is a prac- 
tice directly against the New Testament 
principle of personal faith, and against the 
moral axiom that, to be responsible, the soul 
must be free. There is no proxy faith recog- 
nized in the New Testament according to 
which one person may perform a religious 
act in discharge of a personal obligation 
resting upon someone else. There are all 
kinds of vicarious sacrifice, but never an 
instance of vicarious saving faith! 

‘*Baptists are also convinced that the vol- 
untary principle is an essential element in 
all ecclesiastical and religious organizations, 
because of the direct relation of the soul to 
Christ and of the equality of believers in the 
church. It follows that they reject any and 
all forms of centralized church and ecclesi- 
astical organization and government. In the 
- Baptist view, there could scarcely be any 
greater disaster to Christianity than the 
formation of a great centralized bureau- 
eratic organization, with a single directing 
head for all the denominations. We believe 


72, BAPTISTS AND THEIR BUSINESS 


such an organization would be the forerun- 
ner of new forms of strife and discord, new 
and bitter antagonisms, and new legal con- 
tests.”’ 

This is a clarifying statement from a high 
source. The truth is Baptists are automat- 
ically separated from all other bodies by 
their root principles. With some Protestant 
bodies Baptists have strong affinity through 
evangelical elements; but their structural 
principles are radically different, and grave 
errors cannot be accepted, even wrapped in 
fine sentiments, which all good people 
approve. 

If everything that is Baptist is taken from 
any one of the Protestant Pedo-Baptist 
bodies, what remains will be Catholic. If 
everything that is Catholic is taken away, 
what is left will be Baptist. For instance, 
immersion is Baptist: because of Christ’s 
command. Sprinkling and pouring for bap- 
tism are Catholic and rest on the primary 
assumption of the Catholic hierarchy that 
divine institutions may be changed by 
human authority. Proxy religion is Cath- 
olic. Individualism in religion is Baptist. 
Baptismal regeneration is Catholic. Regen- - 
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eration by the Spirit with faith is Baptist. 
The sacramental view of the ordinances is 
Catholic. The symbolic view is Baptist. 
Salvation by works is Catholic. Salvation 
by grace is Baptist. The independence of 
local churches is Baptist. The overhead 
control of local churches is Catholic. The 
equality of all ministers is Baptist. Orders 
in the ministry 1s Catholic. The democracy 
of churches is Baptist. Hierarchial control 
of churches is Catholic, and on and on. 

All these statements are susceptible of the 
clearest proof. Indeed, the great founders 
of the Protestant churches avowed their 
adhesion to the structural principles of 
Romanism as to the change of baptism to 
sprinkling and pouring. 

Baptists stand in historic and irrevocable 
opposition to the primary Romish affirma- 
tion, and cannot modify their position to 
accommodate those who hold the same af- 
firmative principle in other ecclesiastical 
bodies. The supreme, undelegated authority 
of Jesus Christ is the true and unbending 
organizing principle of every Baptist 
church. This principle stands as an im- 
passable barrier between Baptists and other 
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bodies. Baptists never did symbolize with 
other bodies built on human wisdom contra- 
vening divine wisdom and the authority of 
Jesus Christ. They never can. What rela- 
tion have Baptist churches to other ecclesi- 
astical bodies? None. They never can have 
any while their primary principle, obedience 
to the authority of Jesus Christ as given in 
His holy Word, holds the Baptist conscience. 

Baptists are not to blame for this separa- 
tion. They remained with the New Testa- 
ment and others went away from it. For 
long, weary centuries they have stood by 
this principle, even to blood and death. 
Meantime, they have been the torch-bearers 
to light the world back to the simplicity of 
New Testament faith and practice. Baptists 
should today, candidly, lovingly and boldly, 
accept their ecclesiastical isolation and pro- 
claim it for the benefit of the present and 
future generations. They are the trustees 
of the truth and are bound to hold it and to 
hold it forth. We do not express our lack 
of love for other Christians when we stand 
by the truth. We can give no higher expres- 
sion of our love for them and the world than 
to hold and proclaim those principles writ- 
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ten in the divine Word by the Spirit to 
enlighten and bless the human race. 

There are three groups in Christendom. 
The first in order of time is the Baptist 
group. Baptists are radically, incurably 
democratic. They are individualistic and 
deny all human authority in the realm of 
religion. Therefore, they logically eschew 
all priests and priestly functions. They 
insist on preachers, not priests, and hold 
that every soul should hear and act for 
itself. Ridpath truly says: ‘‘ All Christians 
in the first 100 years of the Christian era 
were Baptists.’’? The New Testament knew 
no others. 

The second group is Catholic, Roman, 
Greek, and old Catholic. All these hold to 
human authority in religion, expressed in 
one way or another. The Roman Catholic 
church has hac. the fullest and most consist- 
ent development. It holds that the supreme 
authority in religious matters is deposited 
in the Pope. 

The third group is, strictly speaking, the 
Protestant group, and this is part Baptist 
and part Catholic; but in structural princi- 
ples Catholic mostly. 
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This fairly represents the condition in 

America, and, indeed, throughout the world. 

Only the Baptists and Catholics have a con- 
sistent message. 

In one thing, strangely enough, Baptists, 
Catholics and Protestants all agree, and that 
is that baptism precedes the Lord’s Supper 
in the divine order of things. Only lately 
have a few people, representing no ecclesias- 
tical body, arisen to deny that Christendom 
from the Apostles this way has taught with 
one voice. 

With the changing of accent, here and 
there, and the enlightening discussions in- 
evitable in changing times and as peopie 
seek new adjustments, in fuller light, log- 
ically there will be two movements, one 
toward the Baptist position and the other 
toward the Catholic position. Already there 
are currents running both ways. 

The Episcopalians are seeking a closer 
alignment with Rome, and the tides of the 
world are running toward democracy, both 
in religion and in state. This is democracy’s 
day and the Baptists’ day, if they do not 
betray the truth. 


ieee 
OBEDIENCE AND PROGRESS. 


I wish the reader would turn to Deut. 5: 
29, 28: 15-28, and see what God promised to 
obedience. Whatever men, in their self-will 
and self-sufficiency, think of obedience to 
God’s commands, God Himself rates his own 
word most highly. He could not do other- 
wise and be God. All along the course of 
Scripture, from Genesis to Revelation, peace 
and progress, with all blessings, are prom- 
ised to the obedient, and the reverse to the 
disobedient. The pedantic critic who judged 
that the fall of the human race was too 
great a result to be attributed to the eating 
of forbidden fruit belongs to a large family 
which continues to multiply and replenish 
the earth. It isa family of imperfect vision. 
People with good eyes see beyond the fruit. 
It was not eating the fruit that brought dis- 
aster to the race. The fruit was forbidden 
and eating it was disobedience to supreme 
authority, which introduced discord and 
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anarchy into the moral government of God. 
The fruit was the occasion, not the cause. 
From that day to this the same spirit of dis- 
obedience to the Supreme Ruler of the uni- 
verse has perpetuated discord and disorders 
in the world. 

What outstanding lessons concerning the 
worth of obedience and the evils of disobedi- 
ence do we find in the Scriptures? The 
loftiest characters in Old Testament times 
fell into troubles by their disobedience. 
Think of Moses, and King Saul, with others 
who suffered impairment of influence, with 
other penalties for disobedience in matters 
seemingly incidental. These things are writ- 
ten for our instruction. But let us go deeper 
into the subject. The highest moral dignity 
attaches to obedience to rightly constituted 
authority, first of all because it is inherently 
right. It is a part of the moral constitution 
of the universe. It is right, just as telling 
the truth is right, or honesty is right, or 
chastity or reverence for God is right. The 
reason there were people of the highest 
moral character on both sides in the Civil 
War was because one side believed the 
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Supreme authority was in the several states 
and the other believed it was in the Federal 
government. Hence divers convictions and 
the long struggle. In matters of religion 
there can be no conscience without an under- 
standing as to the seat of authority. 

In all civilized countries there are three 
governments, the family, the church, and 
the state. The highest good of each depends 
on obedience to the rightly constituted au- 
thority in that government. A recent vigor- 
ous writer says: ‘‘The most ominous thing 
in American life is the lack of rightly regu- 
lated family government.”’ 

Years ago a distinguished Frenchman 
visited America to study social conditions. 
On his return through England he visited 
Gladstone, and was asked by that great 
statesman if there was much family govern- 
ment over here. He replied, ‘‘ Yes, a great 
deal. The children govern the parents.’’ 
Where children do not obey parents there 
is weakness and peril in the home. When 
TIsrael’s king was a _ child calamities 
abounded. All America needs a revival of 
reverence for law and order. Every pulpit 
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in the land should thunder God’s message 
on the vital matter of obedience to civil 
authorities till there is an awakened and 
enlightened conscience everywhere. While 
mobs outrage law, and combinations of 
classes, in defiance of law and order, seek 
personal advantage at the common expense, 
our country cannot progress as it ought. 
There is a vital connection between obedi- 
ence to civil authorities and progress on all 
lines, religious, social, commercial. Every 
mob is not only a public disgrace, but it 
weakens all the defenses of society by dete- 
riorating the moral fiber of the community. 


What has just been said may be trans- 
ferred to the realm of religion. Disobedi- 
ence to the divine law not only dishonors 
God and brings down on the disobedient His 
displeasure, but it does more; it weakens the 
souls of the offenders. All disobedience, in 
whatever government, is anarchy. It means 
waste by division, with the inevitable strifes 
and paralysis of energy. 


Obedience to rightly constituted authority 
in home, church and state cannot be reason- 
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ably counted on till the principle of obedi- 
ence is established in the minds and 
consciences of the people as paramount in 
conduct. As long as this anchoring doctrine 
holds lightly, subject to the determinations 
of human interests, passions and personally 
determined expediences, everything is un- 
safe. The ship dragging its anchor is in 
peril and is imperilling all aboard. 

There is hardly anything more urgent in 
the world today than to bring the masses, 
preachers, statesmen, all classes of the peo- 
ple, to an understanding of the importance 
of obedience to properly constituted author- 
ity in every sphere of life. There is a match- 
less moral dignity in obedience. It had its 
highest expression in Jesus Christ, who 
lived his incomparable life in fulfillment of 
every jot and tittle of God’s law. Christian- 
ity and the whole social order have no more 
insidious and undoing enemies than those 
who, in the name of religion, become the 
apostles of laxness in respect to the laws of 
Christ’s Kingdom. They are blinded an- 
archists creating discords and divisions. 
They are forerunners of an apostasy like 
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that eventuating in Romanism, which exalts 
man’s wisdom above the wisdom and law of 
Christ. 

Christendom today needs its conscience 
keyed afresh to the supreme authority of the 
Lord Jesus Christ. The ministry of every 
communion on earth should be engaged in 
an effort to bring all the people to a new 
appreciation of the principle of obedience 
to Christ as the only possible structural 
principle in the rebuilding of the modern 
Christian world. The people need a eall 
back to the first principles of the rule of 
Jesus. Just as departure from the simple 
teachings of Jesus brought division and 
weakness, so a return to them would bring 
unity and strength. It would stabilize Chris- 
tianity. It would give order and peace to 
society at large and be a prelude to the un- 
precedented progress of the race. To fail 
here is to fail measurably everywhere. 

Over and over, it should be said that in the 
sphere of religion, most of all, obedience is 
most needed—needed as a doctrine, a divine 
principle, not to be put aside under any 
stress. If we can root the principle in the 
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hearts of Christians everywhere it will work 
an evolution throughout Christendom which 
will amount to a revolution. 

Take the simple matter of giving, so 
plainly and so insistently taught in the 
Scriptures. Great Kingdom movements 
halt, far-flung battle lines waver because 
multitudes of Christ’s disciples fail to give 
by the simple Scripture rule as they are 
prospered. The doctrine of stewardship, 
not the delights of it, but the divine doctrine 
of it, with many is set aside, as if it were a 
mere matter of human pleasure. Churches 
are weakened, individual lives are dwarfed, 
and religion in every direction is played 
down and weakened. There should be spe- 
cific teaching on this vital matter and a loud 
call to obedience. 

It is safe to say, also, that if in many com- 
munities there could be a reverent study of 
the Holy Scriptures with a will to obey, 
whole communities would find themselves 
united and walking together in the fellow- 
ship of the Gospel. God withholds lght 
from those who have no mind to obey. Hear 
the words of Jesus: 
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“Tf any man will do His will he shall 
know of the doctrine, whether it be of God 
or whether I speak of myself.”’ 

Here is the secret of knowing. The young 
man or woman troubled to know God’s will 
concerning the investment of life may learn 
it by being willing to do the will of God. 

Obedience is the key to every door of 
opportunity, and to all real progress in 
religion. A loud and persistent call to obe- 
dience will prove the forerunner to an 
unparalleled forward movement in the 
world today. As obedience, unquestioning, 
humble, without limit, flung the early Chris- 
tians against the seared ranks of ignorance, 
_ superstition and self-interest in the first 
century of our era, so will obedience in the 
sweet spirit of love, cover the earth with 
missionaries today and provide all the 
money necessary to support them. Why eall 
the adorable Christ ‘‘Lord, Lord,’’ and do 
not the things He says? 

The Baptists are called now by every con- 
sideration that ought to move Christians to 
throw themselves into the world situation 
with an abandon of love and devotion. 
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Opportunities challenge them on all sides. 
Insistent calls come from all directions. 
Baptists are numerous in America; they are 
rich; they are Christ’s trustees, holding His 
message for a needy world. The Master 
calls us from the mountains to the seas, from 
the palatial homes to the most humble dwell- 
ings, to awake, put on our strength and go 
forth to conquer. 

If we obey we shall see tie glory of the 
Lord in the land of the living. 


Date 
THE UNIONIZING MOVEMENT. 


There is going on now a vast unionizing 
propaganda with headquarters in New York. 
Its most conspicuous leader is Dr. John R. 
Mott, a man of excellent ability and many 
strong connections. So persistent and ag- 
gressive is this disintegrating and enfeebling 
movement in its efforts to break down the 
present organized Christian forces of the 
world, and such are its methods, that it must 
be met in a spirit of Christian courage and 
faithfulness. 

The group of able men, of which Dr. Mott 
is the most conspicuous figure and the 
acknowledged leader, have with them men 
of large financial ability. These supply the 
money needed to press the unionizing propa- _ 
ganda. Dr. Mott and his associates operate 
through a number of inter or extra- 
denominational organizations, such as the 
Continuation Committee of the Edinburgh 
Conference, of which Dr. Mott is Chairman; 
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the Y. M. C. A., of which the same distin- 
guished brother is Secretary; The Federal 
Council of the Churches, the Foreign Mis- 
sion Conference, the Inter-Church World ~ 
Movement, and others. Dr. Mott is Chair- 
man of the Campaign Committee of this last 
movement. By a system of interlocking 
directorates all these organizations move in 
harmony. 

The movement is skillfully led. Very 
astutely the leaders make a mental atmos- 
phere to favor their movement. They are 
nowhere embarrassed by scriptural defini- 
tions or limitations. They speak of the 
‘‘Protestant Church of America,’’ ‘‘The 
Christian Church,’’ etc., meaning all the. 
non-Catholic bodies and Baptists are always 
included. They assume, and assumptions 
constitute the strength of the movement— 
they assume that all the non-Catholic bodies 
are virtually one, and that their differences 
are negligible, and this in the face of over- 
whelming proof to the contrary. It is as- 
sumed that all the denominations have a 
common task, whereas each denomination 
has for its own task the propagation of those 
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tenets which it believes to be the truth, and 
beliefs widely differ, as any man with one 
eye can see. 

The objective of the whole movement, 
with its correlated organizations, is to break 
down denominationalism, scramble present 
religious beliefs, and make one organic re- 
ligious body with an overhead management, 
wherever and whenever this can be effected. 
This cannot be decently denied in the face 
of the facts. 

I here quote from the ‘‘ Findings’’ of the 
Chilean Conference, held under the leader- 
ship of Dr. Mott and his co-workers: 


“CO-OPERATION AND UNITY.’ 


‘*With the passing of the years and the 
consequent growth of the churches of Chile, 
the conviction grows deeper and clearer to 
the workers present in this conference that 
the aim of our Christian work in this ecoun- 
try should be the creation of a united Chi- 
lean evangelical church, undivided by the 
denominational distinctions which obtain in 
other parts of Christendom. As intermedi- 
ate steps in achieving this end, we approve 
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all practicable measures of codperation 
among the recognized bodies. The following 
plan for cooperation is recommended: 

1. Divisions of delimitation of territory — 
to be readjusted from time to time. 

2. The use of a common name for evan- 
gelical churches, for example, ‘The Evangel- 
ical Church of Chile.’ 

3. The use of common hymn book, and, 
as soon as possible, the use of a common 
version of the Bible. 

4. The organization of a committee on 
codperation and comity, into which all rec- 
ognized evangelical bodies at present at 
work in Chile shall be invited to have repre- 
sentation. 

5. An agreement for the transfer of 
members between all recognized bodies. 

6. An understanding concerning the 
transfer of wcerkers and the treatment of 
dismissed agents. 

7. A general agreement for all to respect 
the discipline imposed by other evangelical 
churches. | 

8. A great nation-wide effort in evangeli- 
zation. 


90 BAPTISTS AND THEIR BUSINESS 


9. That the present Bible seminary be 
enlarged so as to admit students from all 
recognized evangelical bodies. 

10. To extend the scope of the present 
cooperative plan in the production of litera- 
ture so as to admit all regular bodies that 
may desire to participate in such work. 

11. The founding of a union Christian 
hospital, orphanage, and an institutional 
church as soon as it is possible to do so. 

12. An interdenominational Christian 
university for this part of Latin America, 
to be located in Santiago.”’ 

Note that the end aimed at is the ‘‘creation 
of a United Chilean Evangelical Church, 
undivided by the denominational distinc- 
tions which obtain in other parts of 'Chris- 
tendom.’’ And note, also, that all the rest 
are ‘‘intermediate steps in achieving this 
end.’’ 

This is in full harmony with the move- 
ment elsewhere. We have here the goal 
aimed at, and some of the methods to be 
employed, though not all by a great deal. 
Of course, all this means the obliteration of 
the Baptists and their message. The union- 
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izing movement is a Pedobaptist move- 
ment, with no appreciation of nor sympathy 
for Baptist doctrines. 

The proposed ‘‘indigenous church’’ in 
China requires the ‘‘formation of a type of 
Christian churches in which each would 
recognize the ministry, ordinances and dis- 
cipline of the others, and members might 
be transferred from one to the other.’’ 
‘“Only by this plan is it any way possible 
to secure the unity that is desired.’? Take 
this from the Edinburgh Conference Com- 
mission, VIII, pages 134, 135: ‘‘Each in- 
digenous church in the mission field will 
gradually, out of these diverse elements, 
build up that body of Christian doctrine and 
that form of polity best adapted to its life.”’ 

One who is acquainted with the rise and 
progress of the Papacy will be struck by the 
similarity, nay, more, the essential oneness 
of the plan for the ‘‘indigenous church”’ and 
the working forces which evolved the huge 
Romish hierarchy. In both cases the divine 
teaching concerning churches is ignored. 
Not a word about the Scriptures. Rome was 
not possible till human wisdom had usurped 
the throne of Christ. The ‘‘indigenous 
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church,’’ out of a heterogeneous mass of 
beliefs, some human, some divine, is to 
develop, for itself, both a system of doctrine 
and a polity. This same process developed 
the imperialism of Catholicism, because the 
Roman State was imperial and the hier- 
archy fell into that form. 

The ‘‘indigenous church’’ will He: on the 
form of the government and the quality of 
social order in which it grows. This is in 
harmony with the unionizing movement. 
The authority of the word of God is ignored 
for expediency. In full accord with the 
‘‘indigenous church’’ program may be cited 
the fact that two of the most important 
functionaries of the ‘‘Y’s’’ stand sponsors 
for the Shorter New Testament with the 
Great Commission edited out. That match- 
less command would very much embarrass 
the ‘‘indigenous church,’’ as, indeed, it would 
embarrass the whole unionizing program. 
Here, as all along, Baptists must choose be- 

tween the authority of Christ and the 
- “splendid statesmanship’? of a detached 
group of men who are seeking to destroy the 
faith of Baptists by methods which will be 
discussed in the next chapter. 


XT. 


THE UNIONIZING MOVEMENT. 
(Continued. ) 


In a former chapter the objective of the 
unionizing movement was set out. It is an 
aphorism of the movement that ‘‘ Everything 
done cooperatively, however insignificant in 
itself, is a step toward the larger end.”’ 

In harmony with this, all-sorts of codpera- 
tive plans are fostered. This will explain 
many propositions thrust on the denomina- 
tions. 

In this chapter I purpose with absolute 
candor to discuss the methods of the group 
of men who have set themselves to break 
down the Baptist faith and order. Other 
denominations can speak for themselves, 
from their own standpoint, if they care to 
do so. There is a principle of law, good in 
all courts, and good in reason, to this effect: 
‘‘Tntelligent people must be held to intend 
the natural and necessary results of their 
premeditated conduct.’’? There is not a sane | 

(93) 


94 BAPTISTS AND THEIR BUSINESS 


man who understands the Baptist faith and 
order who ¢an believe that Baptist churches 
can continue in the faith, if they put on the 
program of Dr. Mott and his associates. 
They will have already renounced their faith 
in the most effective way when they do it. 
The propaganda for exchange of members 
on letters, acknowledgment of ministers of 
all Pedobaptist communions on their sprin- 
kling for baptism, and with their sac- 
ramental views of salvation, is a thorough- 
going repudiation of Baptist fundamentals, 
and everybody should face the fact without 
blinking. 

The unionizing movement starts out with 
an enormous assumption. The leaders as- 
sume the overhead leadership of the historic 
religious bodies and proceed to put on pro- 
grams for them, programs deeply affecting 
their work at home and abroad. They do 
not wait to be invited. They put aside both 
courtesy and comity. In all my intercourse 
with ministers and workers of other com- 
munions I have never known one who would 
go to a mission of another denomination and 
seek to turn it and the forces operating it 
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into a course not approved by the denomina- 
tion supporting the enterprise. But Dr. 
Mott, head of the Continuation Committee 
of the Edinburgh Conference, went to 
China, called conferences, and put on a pro- 
gram utterly subversive to the principles of 
the people supporting the missions in- 
volved. He has sowed seeds of discord. 
From recent correspondence, these seeds are 
now seriously threatening some of our Bap- 
tist missions overseas. 

Anticipating that America would -enter 
the great war, Dr. Mott, Secretary of the 
Y.M.C. A., went to Washington with a war 
work plan wrought out, which was presented 
to the authorities. No press announcement 
was made as to what the plan would be; nor 
that any plan would be proffered the gov- 
ernment. A disagreeable secrecy was main- 
tained both by Dr. Mott and the government, 
while the most sacred and the very tenderest 
rights of the great historic denominations 
which had largely made the religious life of 
America were being disposed of. When the 
curtain was lifted, this was found to be the 
situation: Three forms of religion had been 
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established in the camps: Judaism, Catholi- 
cism, and Y. M. C. A.-ism. The great non- 
Catholic denominations were barred from 
the camps, though they furnished a great 
majority of the soldiers. No Methodist, 
Presbyterian, Lutheran or Baptist, as such, 
could minister in the camps. Many did 
minister, but they were compelled to merge 
into the Y. M. C. A., wear its uniform, be 
under its direction, and the Y was cove- 
nanted with the government not to encour- 
age anything denominational in the camps. 
And there was a war work commission 
appointed, composed of six men, one a Cath- 
olic priest, one a Jew, the other four were of 
the unlonizing persuasion, with Dr. Mott, 
the most conspicuous of the four. This all 
fell in with the avowed policy of the Assist- 
ant Secretary of War having charge of the 
matter. He frankly declared, in my hearing, 
that the committee of six, advisory to the 
department, was chosen because they did not 
represent any religious bodies, and that ‘‘the 
whole trend and the whole desire of the 
department is in the interest of breaking 
down rather than emphasizing denomina- 
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tional distinctions.’’ Of course, any sound 
American will say that no department of 
the government has any business meddling 
with religion in any form. The plain duty 
of the government was to provide adequately 
for the order and discipline of the camps, 
and then treat all religious orders alike. 
But a thoughtful mind will find a good 
deal of difficulty in believing that the Cath- 
olic priest, Mr. Burk, was chosen on that 
committee without any reference to the 
Catholic hierarchy, or that Colonel Cutler, 
the Jew member, was chosen at random, or 
that Dr. Mott was chosen with no reference 
to his connections. The vital point for this 
discussion is easy to see: Dr. Mott saw a 
great opportunity to further his plans, and 
joined with the government in an un- 
American and unholy covenant to break 
down denominationalism in the most crucial 
hour of our national life. The war work 
drive later took on the complexion of the 
committee of six. The Jews, the Catholics 
and the Y. M. C. A.’s reaped millions, while 
the Presbyterians, Methodists, Baptists, ete., 
were obliterated in camp work; but were 
T 
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almost driven by government pressure to— 
support a scheme for their own effacement 
in the hour of the greatest need of their own 
people. No one will wonder that Catholics 
would seek government aid for their advan- 
tage. That is their spirit and their history. 
And, henceforth, no one need be surprised 
at anything done by the Y. M. C. A., espe- 
cially its secretary, Dr. Mott, to advance his 
-passion for breaking down the denomina- 
tions and gaining the overhead leadership of 
the non-Catholic communions of America. 
There is absolute harmony between the over- 
reaching policy of the Y. M. C. A. in the 
army and the work of the Continuation Com- 
mittee in China and the Panama Conference 
in its ‘‘findings’’ in South America. I have 
indisputable evidence, moreover, that Y. M. 
C. A. men are distinctly aiding the union 
movement in China, and thus helping to 
embarrass our missions there. 

The Foreign Mission Conference of North 
America is lined up with all the others, and 
so is the Federal Council of the Churches. 
They are all working to gain an overhead 
leadership for a small group of men who do 
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not see why churches cannot be pulled down 
and reconstructed, just as children pull 
down and rebuild their block playhouses. A 
prominent Texas pastor held a meeting in 
New Mexico and found a number of Bap- 
tists who wished to form a church. A Pedo- 
baptist preacher, allied with the Federal 
Council, protested and told the Baptist 
preacher he would report him to headquar- 
ters if he proceeded. 

In explaining the methods of this envelop- 
ing, penetrating, ennervating movement, it 
is necessary to go somewhat into particulars. 
Organizations started for conferences are 
developed noiselessly into operating forces 
with far-reaching programs. This was true 
of the Edinburgh Conference. It was true 
of the Foreign Mission Council or Confer- 
ence, and perhaps all the rest. From council 
to control is one step, and so great is the 
passion for leadership, the step is taken with 
illuminating regularity. This single fact 
warns all Baptists, not to say others, not to 
connect up with these movements. It is a 
silly man who will get on a train going in 
the opposite direction from the way he 
wants to go. 
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Note well this further fact: These organi- 
zations are managed from within by essen- 
tially the same small group, Drs. Mott and 
Speer being the most conspicuous leaders. 
The conferences called are organized and 
managed so as to insure the results desired 
by these leaders. Things are fixed in ad- 
-vance. Such manipulations would cause 
convulsions in political circles, but they are 
borne because in these matters, as an emi- 
nent Presbyterian says, the machinery 
works so smoothly. And, further, when a 
conference is called by these leaders, they 
commonly select the men to come and often 
propose to pay all expenses. They can gen- 
erally find a few men of the different denom- 
inations to respond. The papers then carry 
announcements that such and such denomi- 
nations were represented, and on this basis 
they proceed to make programs for all the 
non-Catholic bodies. This has occurred so 
often that, at the suggestion of Dr. Cody, 
editor of the Baptist Courter, the committee 
to report on this movement at the late South- 
ern Baptist Convention inserted this clause: 
‘‘Tf any Baptist wishes to enter into any of 


BAPTISTS AND THEIR BUSINESS 101 


the numerous extra-denominational organi- 
zations, he is free to do so, only we would 
wish it well understood that he represent 
himself, not the denomination.’’ Let that 
be remembered when the press carries the 
usual announcement that in this conference 
or that the Baptists were represented. It 
should be said that in the largest and most 
representative Baptist Convention ever as- 
sembled on this continent, the report carry- 
ing the sentence quoted above was adopted 
with only two dissenting votes. 

It has already been said that this union- 
izing movement discards all courtesy and 
comity in dealing with the great religious 
bodies of the land. It seeks their favor and 
cooperation and help, but utterly disregards 
their findings when they are not favorable. 
The Southern Baptist Convention in Atlanta 
received and courteously heard a distin- 
guished representative of the Inter-Church 
world movement. This was purely a cour- 
tesy, for the convention is in no sense obli- 
gated to open its sessions to outside, un- 
related movements. Taking plenty of time 
for consideration, a large and representa- 
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tive committee reported adversely to the 
movement and all akin to it. The convention 
adopted this report with practical unani- 
mity. Now it develops that the Inter- 
Church world movement goes right on 
among Southern Baptists just as if it had. 
been approved. . 
Concerning the Inter-Church world move- 
ment, it declares that it stands for coodpera- 
tion, not union; but its whole program works 
toward union, and in its literature the hope 
is expressed that some of the smaller and 
more closely related denominations may 
unite as a result of the Inter-Church move- 
ment. It bears about the same relation to 
union that making dough bears to making 
biscuit. All the non-Catholic denominations 
are treated as parts of one Protestant 
church. Its very terminology is union. It 
proposes to organize inter-church commit- 
tees, councils or federations all over the land, 
and that these be permanent. It proposes a 
united budget for all the denominations. In 
short, it proposes to take over the leadership 
of the denominations in the very vital 
matter of finances. The movement carries 
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implicit logic which cannot be satisfied short 
of union. Whether these leaders cannot 
reason, or think nobody else can, is hard to 
tell. 

We come now to the most serious objection 
to the whole unionizing program and propa- 
ganda, and that is the perversion and sub- 
version of the Holy Scriptures. It quotes 
and misuses Christ’s prayer for the unity of 
His people. It is held that Christ prayed 
that His people might be organically one. 
He did not pray for any such thing; for He 
expressly provided in the constitution of 
His churches that each church should be 
complete in itself. The greatest calamity of 
the world has resulted from merging local 
churches into one great body, as we see it in 
the Romish hierarchy. The language and 
the spirit of Scripture are constantly prosti- 
tuted to serve a movement essentially 
Romish in its conception. ‘‘The Protestant 
Church of America”? and ‘‘The Christian 
Church”’ are used in a way to carry deadly 
heresy. 

What Christ prayed for was that His 
people might be one in the sense Paul urged 
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—‘‘of one Spirit, with one mind, striving 
together for the faith of the Gospel.’”’ But 
the unionizing movement never urges people 
to study the Scriptures and stand by their 
convictions. It is rather a cheap and cheap- 
ening propaganda conducted on lines of 
convenience, expediency and economy. The 
community church is urged to save money, 
rather than to uphold the truth. It is the 
forerunner of a vast apostasy from the faith 
of the Gospel. Truth first. 


Er 


TWO WORKING PRINCIPLES 
DEMONSTRATED. 


Christian union is desired by every Chris- 
tion of whom I have knowledge, but there 
are many divergent views as to how best to 
promote it. These views fall finally, how- 
ever, into two classes. President Mullins, 
speaking from the Baptist standpoint, says: 

‘*We believe the unity for which the 
Master prayed, and which the Apostles 
enjoined, was a free, voluntary, spiritual 
union, springing from the inner life of 
believers. It was the unity of the Spirit in 
the bond of peace. We believe that the only 
way in which the spirit of the Master’s 
prayer can be realized is for Christians to 
walk together when, and so far as, they are 
agreed, and to walk apart when, and so far 
as, they do not agree; and that one of the 
surest ways of defeating the spiritual unity 
so much desired by the Master is for His 
followers to attempt to combine irreconcila- 
ble elements in mechanical outward unions. 
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‘‘It is obvious that the above ideal of 
Christian unity not only permits but encour- 
ages codperation within the limits of the 
voluntary principle where common aims 
may be pursued without embarrassment or 
friction. But as freedom of prophesying is 
a cardinal element in our Baptist life, it is 
self-evident that the limits of codperative 
effort with other religious groups are 
reached when we arrive at this boundary. 
There are, however, many forms of coopera- 
tive effort which involve no compromise or 
sacrifice of principle. In these Baptists have 
ever taken part freely, and will continue to 
do so. 

‘‘The second influence suggested by the 
principles set forth relates to the method of 
realizing Christian unity. The voluntary 
principle works from the individual out- 
ward to the group. Cooperative effort 
among Baptists themselves is realized in 
this way.’’ 

This fairly states the case. Whatsoever 
is not of faith is sin. Christianity always 
begins with the individual and works to- 
ward the group. Freedom of choice is not 
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only allowed, but is necessitated by the very 
nature of Christianity. Vital Christianity 
cannot live without freedom of prophesy- 
ing, freedom of thought, and freedom of 
action. It is candidly admitted that if 
preaching be free and thought be free and 
self-determination be allowed, uniformity is 
not likely to result; for everyone will not 
see alike on all points. It is further admit- 
ted that conflicts will arise; they have arisen 
where this method has been tried. It is 
further agreed that there will result, under 
the free method, duplications of religious 
organizations, where unity would save 
money and promote efficiency. I will go the 
full length and admit that the free system 
has produced not a few grotesque forms of 
religion and that damnable heresies have 
arisen under the free play of the individual- 
istic principle. It is freely admitted that 
the present denominations live under this 
principle. This is admitting about all any- 
one could charge against individualism in 
the realm of religion. What then? 

To begin with, Christianity, to be Chris- 
tian, virile and effective, must have a con- 
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Science, a commanding conscience, that 
recognizes God as supreme, and conscience 
is a correlative of choice. Again, the right 
to think and will are divinely given. Christ 
everywhere recognized these rights. They 
belong to soul liberty, and without them 
there is no acceptable service to God. Fur- 
ther still, no one has any authority to 
abridge these sacred franchises of the 
human soul. 

We are at the place now to make a state- 
ment touching denominationalism.as we 
have it. What are denominations but 
groups of people gathered together around 
certain beliefs and practices by the free play 
of the principle of self-determination? The 
reason all Christians are not in one group 
or denomination is because they are not 
together in their beliefs. There has been 
much shallow, cheap, even insolvent talk 
against denominationalism by a set of peri- 
patetic, so-called evangelists whose thinking 
never penetrates to the heart of any subject. 
Who, with an honest soul, can condemn 
people for having convictions and living up 
to them, even if they must build their little 
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meeting houses, at a sacrifice, and support 
their ministry the same way. If people 
think apart they will inevitably walk apart, 
if they are honest, and this is denomination- 
alism. The spirit that will lead people to 
sacrifice for their beliefs is the only spirit to 
be respected in religion or that will prove 
efficient in service. Harmony in working 
bodies with conviction is a prime condition 
of usefulness. 

What we have is far from perfect; but 
there has been wrought out in America 
under the free principle a demonstration of 
convincing significance. No other part of 
the world has been so well evangelized. 
Nowhere else on this globe is there less ran- 
cor among Christians. Nowhere else can we 
find such varied and efficient cooperation 
for the common welfare. Replying to an 
overture to federate, the Baptist pastors of 
Richmond, Va., replied in part as follows: 

‘¢Without surrendering their individual 
convictions or distinguishing tenets, they 
(the denominations) have walked together 
wherein they were agreed. Codperation in 
moral movements has characterized them. 
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This has been all the more effective because 
it was voluntary and unfettered. Could any 
- organization seeking to federate and possi- 
bly ultimately to unite the denominations 
have attained such blessed ends? ‘The 
licensed liquor traffic is to be buried by 
Federal Amendment January 16, 1920. 
White slavery is outlawed and heavily pen- 
alized. Race horse gambling is gone from 
most of the states. Prize fighting is pro- 
hibited. These reforms have been effected 
in a government of spiritual Christian unity. 
Can an example of comparable results be 
cited in any country where organic Chris- 
tian union obtains ?”’ 

America has demonstrated the value of 
the voluntary principle, in free action, on a 
colossal seale. 

What of the other principle? It is the 
imperialistic principle which has had a 
large demonstration in the old world. The 
two principles may be properly stated thus: 
The individualistic principle begins with the 
individual and works outward. It is demo- 
cratic. The imperialistic principle works 
from a centralized overhead control down- 


BAPTISTS AND THEIR BUSINESS 111 


wards. In religion this has had its com- 
pletest expression in the Roman Catholic 
hierarchy. Answering the uncooked sugges- 
tion urged by unionizers and others, that the 
denominations ought to imitate the Allies in 
their war policy, Prof. C. S. Gardner, of 
the Southern Baptist Theological Seminary, 
in a noble address before the Southern Bap- 
tist Convention at Atlanta, said: ‘‘If any- 
one wants that sort of thing, he can find it 
in the Catholic Church.’’ It was well and 
weightily said. For skill in organization 
and management, Romanism is never likely 
to be excelled. But it has made a huge 
demonstration on a world field of the intol- 
erable blight of imperialism in religion. 
The present effort of Dr. Mott and others 
to bring about union by overhead leadership 
is fraught with evils of the gravest kind. It 
ignores every-sound principle. It will, to 
the extent it succeeds, play down conviction, 
hamper the free action of individuals and 
churches, mass discordant elements, bring 
on discords and strifes, destroy codperation 
and prostrate Protestant Christianity, thus 
making way for a widespread turning 
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to Romanism. It is a reversal of all sound 
New Testament principles and follows the 
track of Rome by discarding the Scriptures 
as a guide and by substituting human leader- 
ship for the supreme leadership of ‘Christ. 
Certainly Christians in America want no 
repetition of the imperialistic rule in re- 
ligion. Baptists stand at the furtherest 
remove from it. They cooperate among 
themselves as far and no further than they 
agree, thus applying, full length, among 
themselves, as individuals and churches, the 
voluntary principle, which they hold to be 
of the very essence of that freedom where- 
with Christ has made them free. 
Centralized overhead control in religion 
had its fullest expression in the Catholic 
hierarchy and had its long try-out. It dom- 
inated the world in large measure for a thou- 
sand years, and dominates many parts of it 
yet. History tells us of both the methods 
and the results of its rule. It could not stop 
short of absolutism. Human nature worked 
according to its inner principles. It issued 
in manifold corruptions. The so-called 
church was exploited for political purposes ; 
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spiritual religion gave way to a mechanical 
religion. Uniformity became the para- 
mount passion of Popes and prelates. And 
today we have with us a small but significant 
body of men who are exalting union over 
unity after the old fashion. They are dan- 
gerous to highly imaginative minds and to 
men with ambitions to lead. There are no 
men on earth fit or competent to purvey and 
manage religion for mankind. Christ is the 
great Commoner of the ages. He laid the 
foundation of His reign in the hearts of 
individuals. He established local churches, 
each a complete ecclesiastical unit and each 
free. He did this to prevent those huge 
ecclesiasticisms which have cursed the 
world. Under His free system there could 
be no persecutions. There never could have 
been a state church. This system constantly 
appealed to the mind and the conscience of 
the individual. It tends to enlightenment 
and human progress, as has been demon- 
strated in America. The other suppresses 
individual initiative and hinders enlighten- 
ment and progress, as all Catholic countries 
prove. 
8 
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But there is more to say: The imperial- 
istic overhead control failed in its supreme 
task. With all ecclesiastical and secular 
authority in full use, after shedding the 
blood of countless martyrs, the vast, cum- 
brous body broke into two great hierarchies, 
the Roman and the Greek Churches, in- 
tensely antagonistic. And, further, the 
Reformation broke out because Rome could 
not continue to control the minds of all the 
people. All the Protestant Pedobaptist 
denominations of today attest the failure of 
Rome’s supreme effort to hold Christendom 
in one mechanical union. No one else need 
try it. 

If the proposed indigenous church should 
spread over China, how long would it hold 
together? No longer than the people would 
cease to read the Scriptures and think for 
themselves. They would need a very short 
New Testament with many vital parts edited 
out in order to realize the union aimed at 
by some modern leaders. 

The short of it is we must choose between 
freedom of preaching, freedom of thought, 
and freedom of self-determination, as we 
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have it in America, or the opposite, as the 
world has had it in the Romish hierarchy. 
My choice is made, and to be altogether 
frank, I do not see my way clear to help any 
movement going toward union under an 
overhead management. Blundering now in 
the light of demonstrations already wrought 
out is inexcusable dullness. 


XII. 


PRIESTCRAFT THE WORLD’S 
BURDEN. 


I am writing to help, if I can, in the vast 
work of the spiritual, moral, social and civic 
reconstruction of the world in a period made 
both auspicious and perilous by the world 
war. And every line of this book is written 
in the belief that only truth can guide 
humanity on the upward way all good peo- — 
ple wish the race to travel. Somewhat large 
consideration was given the unionizing 
movement, because it is a huge blunder 
which has thrown itself athwart the path of 
both religious, moral and civic progress. 

In a like spirit and with the same purpose, 
I come to deal with priestcraft, which I hold 
to be the world’s chief burden, an incubus 
on the soul of humanity and the enemy of 
all good. Let me not be understood as even 
intimating that there are no sincere, good 
men in the priestly office—in Roman, Greek 
or Protestant communions. I write not of 
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men—I write of a system, a pernicious error, 
which has thrown a dark shadow over the 
world and corrupted pure religion and all 
grades of humanity as no other one thing 
has ever done. My soul compassionates the 
millions, including the priests, who have 
been and are today its victims. 

In the New Testament view every believer 
is a priest. Believers are ‘‘an holy priest- 
hood to offer spiritual sacrifices,’’ says the 
Holy Spirit. Each believer can enter into 
spiritual relations with God through Christ, 
the Great High Priest. No human priest 
can now mediate divine blessing from God 
to men. Whoever assumes to stand between 
the human soul and the Saviour is assuming 
priestly functions, whether he be in a 
Romish dress or a preacher’s coat. The 
essential element in priestcraft is the medi- 
ating element, whether this find its expres- 
sion in extreme unction, baptismal salvation, 
or in any other form. Essence, not name, 
not ecclesiastical connections, is determina- 
tive in this matter. The man who tells 
another man that, till somebody baptizes 
him, he cannot have remission of sins and 
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salvation is of the priestly persuasion. 
There are down at the bottom only two 
conceptions of vital Christianity. One holds 
to the competency and right of every soul to 
make its own approach to God in Christ, 
with the full assurance of pardon and sal- 
vation. The second holds that there is a 
mediating person between the soul and 
Christ. This person must do something— 
sprinkle, immerse, pronounce absolution— 
do something, before God receives and 
blesses the soul. This last is the priestly 
conception, and it finds expression in one 
form or another in all the sacramental 
orders. With the priestly conception goes 
infant baptism and all forms of proxy 
religion. 

That this conception of religion, that is, 
that grace and spiritual blessings come 
through material touch and human media- 
tion, has been the supreme hindrance to the 
spread of the Gospel and the spiritual en- 
lightenment of the world, can be proven, 
both by reason and history. By the minis- 
tration of so-called infant baptism, it has 
been solemnly declared that practically 
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every person in Europe has been regen- 
erated and made a child of God. 

Here is what the Episcopal Prayer Book 
says of the baptism of infants: ‘‘Seeing, 
dearly beloved brethren, that this child is 
regenerate and grafted into the body of 
Christ’s Church, let us give thanks to 
Almighty God for these benefits,’ etc. It 
is with this church, built on this doctrine, we 
are invited to syndicate Baptist churches 
under the idea that we have a common task. 
It is a very large part of the Baptist task 
in the world reconstruction to sweep the 
world clean of all such soul-destroying 
priestcraft. Till this be done by the preach- 
ing of the Word of God, humanity will be 
impeded and: cursed. Priestcraft is the main 
working principle in the Catholic hierarchy. 
To a distressing degree sacramentalism has 
made of none effect the evangelical elements 
in the Protestant orders. In ways past 
description the sacramental and sacerdotal 
elements in the great Protestant com- 
munions have hindered the cause of Christ. 
Infant church membership has merged the 
world and the church into one, and that one 
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the world mostly. It is the foundation and 
sure support of every state church. It has 
destroyed the New Testament conception of 
spiritual religion. It brought on the dark 
ages and prevented the full light of the 
Gospel from liberating the masses of man- 
kind at the Reformation, because Luther, 
Calvin, and others insisted against the faith- 
ful witness of Baptists—insisted with 
tongue and pen and sword on preserving 
this root of Rome. 

Priestcraft working in many ways, some 
grosser than others, but all deadly, has 
enthralled the minds of millions. I will not 
dwell on the ways, but the results. Just in 
proportion as humanity has been deluded by 
the priestly assumptions of men has the race 
missed the path of peace and prosperity. 
There is no cure for the evils of these sacra- 
mental errors but the true teachings of 
Jesus. Highly cultured sacramentarians, 
both Catholic and Protestant, jailed, 
whipped, drowned, burned men and women 
because they would not have their children 
christened; and if regeneration and salva- 
tion can be secured by such physical acts 


BAPTISTS AND THEIR BUSINESS 121 


performed on unconscious infants, why 
should not parents be punished for neglect- 
ing for their children such sure and great 
salvation? Now is the time to destroy these 
roots of spiritual death in Europe. 

I would speak on this subject with great 
frankness. The things I am now writing 
about are the main dividing issues in 
America. There are thousands who long to 
come together, but are kept apart by these 
priestly elements in large and influential 
denominations. The task of Baptists in the 
reconstruction of the world now is to lead 
mankind to eschew all priestcraft, all 
human manipulations in religion, and to 
look to Jesus, and Jesus only, as the Author 
and Finisher of their faith. The world 
needs, as in the early days of the Son of 
Man on earth, to take the law directly from 
the mouth of Him who is the only lawgiver 
in Zion. No priestly manipulations can be 
sanctioned. The restoration of baptism and 
the Lord’s Supper to their simple but 
majestic office as teaching symbols would 
largely destroy priestcraft and go a long 
way toward the reconstruction of the mod- 
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ern religious world. If we could go further 
and establish in the thought of mankind the 
simple aphorism of President Mullins that 
grace is a fact in the realm of mind and 
spirit, not of matter, priestcraft throughout 
the world would fall, and the emancipation 
of the race from superstitious and human 
manipulation would be far advanced. 

To accomplish this task, Baptists are 
driven by the fundamentals of their faith. 
Between priestcraft, in any and all forms 
of its expression, and the simple faith of the 
Gospel there is an irrepressible conflict. 


bi la 


MOBILIZING BAPTIST FORCES FOR 
THEIR TASK. 


Let us now think, write and speak soberly. 
Language has been greatly strained of late 
to put some simple truths in startling form. 
Preachers, writers in secular papers and 
religious papers have enlarged the diction- 
aries to say things to catch the public atten- 
tion. The times have been unusual. -The 
world has been dynamited and shocked, but 
only the conventional and the circumstantial 
have been changed. God, Jesus, human 
nature, the divine law and sin remain. The 
principles of the moral government have not 
been changed, and human nature has not 
been improved. We are face to face with 
the old task, with, I venture to think, a far. 
better chance to achieve than we have had in 
long centuries. The breakdown of autoc- 
racy ought to prove helpful. The awakened 
consciousness of humanity as to the rights 
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of the individual is a tremendous factor in 
the problem of progress. The breakdown of 
false systems of religion clears the ground 
for the construction of the inner life and 
external order of humanity on the founda- 
tions of truth and righteousness. My belief 
is that the war will greatly help everything 
good, if the opportunity is rightly used. But 
the time is critical, and Baptists should act 
quickly. I say Baptists, for my messaee is 
for them specially. 

Let us take some account of ourselves as 
we face our new opportunities. There are 
more than 7,000,000 Baptists in the United 
States. They represent vast wealth, much 
culture, and have not a few schools, papers, 
publishing houses, orphanages and sanita- 
riums. ‘hese millions of Baptists are repre- 
sentative of all classes of the people. They 
are grouped in many thousand churches, 
each a complete and independent unit, but 
nearly all of them cooperating on the volun- 
tary principle in some larger body. They 
have demonstrated, by their achievements 
on a broad field, the working value of the 
voluntary principle in religion. They are 
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now growing at an almost unprecedented 
rate, and growing most where their message 
is given in its fullness. 

The two large conventions met in May, 
1919. The Southern Baptist in Atlanta, Ga. ; 
the Northern Convention in Denver, Col. 
They were both marked by a_ progressive 
spirit. It is safe to say that Southern Bap- 
tists have not been so well united in a gen- 
eration, and, what is deeply significant, they 
are united on a thoroughgoing New Testa- 
ment program. Before me is a letter from 
a brother who was working at the heart of 
things in the Northern Convention. He says 
the whole trend of the body was toward a 
straight Baptist program. The two conven- 
tions are cordially codperative in certain 
lines of service. 

The Negro Baptists are a great host, some 
2,500,000 strong, unspoiled and warmly 
devoted to the simple principles of the New 
Testament. They have now strong preach- 
ers, teachers and leaders, and are growing 
rapidly in every element of strength. They 
can be counted on in any forward movement. 
There is no rancor on either side of the racial 
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line to mar the fraternity and cooperation 
of the white and black Baptists of America. 

There is a strong and dependable group 
of Baptists in Canada, holding the faith 
with firmness and holding it forth with a 
steady hand. And in practically all lands 
there is a seed of Baptists ready to be made 
effective by cooperation. Some years ago it 
got into the papers that this writer would 
make a missionary tour in Europe and Asia. 
A letter came from the mountains of North- 
ern Spain insisting on a visit to that region, 
saying there were many Baptists in the 
mountain fastnesses of Spain. They had 
churches, but the law would not allow them 
to be called churches. The writer of that 
letter was pastor of a church of 500. These, 
no doubt, were the spiritual descendants of 
the Albigenses of the middle ages and back. 
About the same time a letter came from a 
railroad town in the Balkans bringing an 
invitation to tour that country. The writer 
of that letter was a railroad agent and pas- 
tor of a large Baptist church, which had 
nine missions. These might have been the 
religious descendants of the churches 
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planted by Paul. There are Baptists in 
Holland of the purest type. There are 
300,000 to 400,000 in England. In Germany 
there are, or were, nearly 70,000, and about 
as many in Sweden. There are 200,000 in 
Russia. They have lived under oppressions 
and persecutions. In all lands there are the 
seeds of truth ready to spring up under the 
kindlier conditions now fairly assured. 
What is the duty of Baptists now, facing 
this world situation? Evidently it is to 
mobilize all their forces and go forward in 
full strength. This has been determined on 
by the two great Baptist bodies. The South- 
ern Baptist Convention named $75,000,000 
as their five-year forward movement objec- 
tive, and the Northern Convention named 
100,000,000. These are worthy sums. It is 
expected that Canada will join the forward 
movement, and the Negroes will not fail. 
But numbers and wealth will not suffice. 
The Baptist message is a spiritual message. 
The thinking of humanity needs setting to 
the thoughts of Christ. It is, therefore, the 
inescapable duty of Baptists now to throw 
themselves wholeheartedly into the work of 
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enlightening the world by the full preaching 
of the messages of Jesus to all the world. 
The truth must neither be deleted of its vital 
‘elements nor any part of it put under a 
bushel. Baptists cannot allow others to 
shape their policies. They have a distinct 
message and must deliver it wherever people 
live. They can do nothing less than stand 
for the integrity of Christ’s Great Commis- 
sion. In doing this they will not despise 
others, nor fail to appreciate the good they 
do. Baptists will simply go about accom- 
plishing their divinely imposed task. 

The Southern Baptist Convention in its 
1914 session in Nashville in a significant 
deliverance laid down the following princi- 
ples leading to efficiency: 

1. By the observance of strict loyalty to 
Christ, as the Head of the church, in a spirit 
of candor and Christian courtesy toward all 
who profess to be His disciples. 

2. By preserving a complete autonomy 
at home and abroad, unembarrassed by en- 
tangling alliances with other bodies holding 
to different standards of doctrine and differ- 
ent views of church life and church order. 
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3. By devoting our energies and re- 
sources with singleness of heart to fostering 
and multiplying denominational schools and 
other agencies at home and abroad in full 
denominational control and in full harmony 
with the spirit and doctrines of the churches 
contributing funds to our boards. 


4. By a complete alignment of all our 
denominational forces, churches, schools, 
hospitals, papers, Sunday schools, women’s 
and young ypeople’s societies, in purpose, 
spirit and practice, with the program of 
Christ as set out in the Great Commission, 
avoiding the weakness of vagueness and the 
diffusion of denominational strength into 
channels leading away from the churches. 


5. By placing renewed and greatly in- 
creased emphasis on the education, training 
and enlisting of all our people, to the end 
that they may intelligently and joyfully 
participate in all the work of the denom- 
ination. 

6. By sending out a loud, insistent and 
persistent call to the Baptists of the South 
to enter wholeheartedly into greatly en- 
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larged plans for progress, with higher 
standards of consecration and giving. 


7. By seeking earnestly to maintain and 
promote the internal peace and harmony of 
the denomination, to the end that waste by 
friction may be avoided, and that the time 
may be hastened when we shall be of one 
spirit and one mind, striving together for 
the faith of the Gospel’ While we -fully 
recognize the necessity and great value of 
the free discussion of all intradenomina- 
tional questions, we would earnestly insist 
that all such discussions should be brotherly 
and illuminating, never personal and irri- 
tating, and in such manner as will conserve 
and not injure approved denominational 
agencies. We should constantly seek peace 
and pursue it by the application of Scrip- 
tural principles to the solution of all intra- 
denominational differences, doing this in the 
spirit of love, ever keeping the main 
emphasis on the main things. 


Your commission is persuaded that in this 
way the Baptists of the South can best con- 
serve their strength and utilize it for the 
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extension of the Kingdom in the establish- 
ment of the truth in every part of the earth.’’ 

Mobilizing all our forces on these direct- 
ing principles, the denomination will come 
to its highest efficiency and best service to 
God and man. 

American Baptists, on these principles, 
with their great numbers and wealth, can 
circle the globe with Christ’s message in this 
generation. 


XY. 
BAPTISTS AT THEIR TASK. 


It has been set out in former chapters 
that Baptists will not federate nor syndicate 
their churches with peoples of other faiths 
and orders, and why. It is not that we do 
not love Christians of all communions, nor 
that we despise their efforts, nor that we 
deem ourselves better than they. It is 
because our understanding of the teaching 
of the Scriptures will not allow us to enter 
into any arrangements that will obscure our 
divinely given message, or hinder us in the 
full preaching of it wherever there are peo- 
ple willing to hear it. Baptists wish to be 
understood at this point. 

Having set our position before the reader, 
it remains in this closing chapter to say 
much the weightiest word of all. It is the 
specific word sent out by the late Southern 
Baptist Convention. We must get busy 
about our work, for if we fail to deliver the 
message entrusted to us, it will not be deliv- 
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ered at all. We appeal always to the 
supreme authority of Christ as expressed in 
the Great Commission and elsewhere. That 
august command begins with ‘‘go,’’ and sets 
the limit ‘‘into all the world.’’ We are to 
go and, as we go, preach and teach; and 
because ‘Christ said ‘‘to all nations and every 
creature,’’ His disciples must get busy in the 
performance of their big task. 

Let it sink deep into the heart of everyone 
that this command is dogmatic. Certain 
things are to be done. This order cannot be 
obeyed by opposing other things. Christian- 
ity is an aggressive faith. It aims at the 
revolution of humanity from within. It 
exists in the sphere of the spiritual and deals 
with mind. Two forces convey the hopes of 
the race between them, spirit and truth, not 
spirit alone, not truth alone, but both to- 
gether. God seeketh such to worship Him 
as worship Him in Spirit and in truth. 

Because this is so, Baptists must be faith- 
ful to the truth and no less faithful to a 
spiritual ministry. The time for which 
Baptists have suffered and waited through 
long, bloody centuries has come. The world 
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is open to the Gospel and we may preach 
unafraid. Large parts of the world are in 
the remaking. President Wilson’s open 
diplomacy coincides with the free preaching 
Baptists have always insisted on. The old 
aristocracies have collapsed and are passing. 
The star of democracy is in the ascendant. 
The Baptist day has come. Opportunities 
are boundless, and responsibilities always 
_match opportunities. 

The time has come to heed the prophet’s 
eall to break forth on the right hand and on 
the left. No timid policy, no meager service, 
no skimping giving will serve our age or 
quit the vast army of Christ’s baptized 
people of their obligations. We must en- 
large the place of our habitation or default 
in the hour of our supreme opportunity. The 
loud and insistent call to Baptists today is: 
Awake! Awake! O Zion, put on thy 
strength, put on thy beautiful garments. 
The call today is to get busy about our own 
work. We will not progress by trying to 
manage the affairs of other people, and one 
of the best ways to keep other people from | 
trying to manage our business is to go right 
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on with it. It is likely that we will have to 
guard our fence all along, but that will be 
a minor task. The big thing before us is a 
world-wide propaganda of the simple truths 
committed to our trusteeship. 

This propaganda must begin at home, in 
every church and community. It is funda- 
mental to the performance of our task that 
our own people be rooted and grounded in 
the truth. The most comprehensive plans 
for indoctrinating all our people should be 
devised speedily and vigorously carried out 
with the joy that hearing the truth always 
gives. No heed should be given to the many 
silly tirades against doctrinal teaching, char- 
acteristic of shallow minds. The fact that the 
great doctrines are in the Bible is sufficient 
evidence that they should be taught. Be- 
sides, nothing will stand that-is not founded 
on the eternal-truths of God’s Word, and 
we are working for all time. 

Baptists in this good time need to seek 
peace and pursue it. He who magnifies 
small differences or needlessly stirs up strife 
will show himself a great sinner. Wise 
people put first things first in their lives, 
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and big things have a happy tendency to- 
ward unifying all interested parties. One 
big fish will often swallow a multitude of 
small fry and clear the waters. From the 
Atlantic to the Pacific the call of God is to 
every true soldier to take his place in the 
far-flung battle line. 

The great war just closed did three things 
for America, all good. It awakened the 
people in the cities, in the country places, 
far up in the mountain fastnesses, and on 
the plains; everywhere it stirred the people. 
And it tried the people—whether they were 
true Americans; whether they were pa- 
triotic; whether they were sacrificial. Fur- 
ther, it united the people most gloriously. 
No people can be united on negations. Only 
strong affirmatives can unite and hold a 
great people together. Today, in a new way, 
insidious, subverting, undermining forces 
are at work to destroy the whole fabric of 
New Testament teaching as held by Baptists. 
The integrity of the Baptist soul is being 
assaulted by innumerable seducing spirits. 
If Baptists are big and brave and clear 
visioned today, they will cheerfully welcome 
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the call to a new devotion and a new crusade 
for the truth. And in this crusade every 
Baptist needs every other Baptist. 

In the performance of their task Baptists 
need to learn the fine art of speaking the 
truth, all the truth, in love. It must be 
spoken. It is the business of Baptists to 
speak the truth, and it must be done forth-- 
with, sincerely, and without apology in word 
or spirit. A cringing spirit in speaking the 
truth is weakness. Besides, it belittles the 
Author of the truth. Some preachers by a 
maudlin sentimentality take all the edge off 
the sword of the truth before they strike, 
while others blunt the sword by a coarse, 
vulgarizing spirit. Which is worse, I will 
not try to determine. Both are bad. Neither 
comports with the noble dignity of the truth. 

I have two more things to say before I 
commit this unpretentious volume to the 
public. The times, in a very urgent way, 
eall us back to the saving truths of the Gos- 
pel. There are many incidental things in 
the Scriptures. Great truths have their set- 
tings. A very worthy deacon devoutly op- 
posed a baptistry in a meeting house because 


138 BAPTISTS AND THEIR BUSINESS 


Jesus was baptized in the flowing Jordan. 
Another insisted that the Supper should be 
observed upstairs and only at night, to con- 
form to the incidents of its institution. 
Many have been side-tracked by being run 
off on mere incidents. The so-called higher 
critics, better called drier critics, spend their 
- days in the mere dry bark of things and do 
no good, but much harm to light, curious 
minds. We are in tragic, solemn times. The 
world travails in pain in its struggle the 
upward way toward a higher civilization. 
Christians now need the passion of Calvary 
to meet the needs of the world’s sorrowful 
day. 

I venture to write that in the spirit of Him 
who despised the shame and agony of the 
cross to save and serve a sinful race, we 
should, with a spirit of self-effacement, go 
to our task today. All former standards of 
giving and doing should be discarded. Now 
we are called from the throne of supreme 
authority to seek first the Kingdom of God. 
Every life and all business should be ordered 
with reference to the spread of truth. There 
are today multiplied thousands of God’s 
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stewards who have unneeded wealth. Many 
are old and must soon face God and give 
account of their stewardship. There are 
very many who can endow a Christian col- 
lege at home or in some heathen land. Many 
can make it possible for dozens, scores, hun- 
dreds of missionaries to carry the light of 
life into the dark places of the earth. Mail- 
lions can combine their small gifts in a big 
spirit and unitedly flood dark lands with 
light. 

But I come to the weightiest matter of all 
—the giving of self. Men and women are 
needed, in large numbers, to go everywhere 
preaching the word. Out in the country 
churches, the village and the city churches 
hearts should respond to God’s call: ‘‘Here 
am J, send me.’’ To perform our task a 
great spirit of obedience to Jesus must pos- 
sess the people. Schools, papers, preachers 
in all places, all the estates of our Baptist 
Tsrael, must put their best into the service 
of Christ and humanity. 


CHRISTIAN UNION. 


A DELIVERANCE BY THE BAPTIST GENERAL 
CONVENTION OF TEXAS. 


The Baptist General Convention of 
Texas, assembled in the city of Dallas, No- 
vember, 1913, taking notice of the wide- 
spread interest in Christian union, and 
representing the views and sentiments com- 
monly held among the 600,000 Baptists of 
Texas, goes to record as follows: 

1. We look with deep and sympathetic 
interest on the efforts now making through- 
out the Christian world to reunite the scat- 
tered and ofttime antagonistic forces of 
Christendom. We deplore the divisions that 
obtain among the lovers of Jesus, and the 
many evils resulting therefrom. We long 
for Christian union. We pray for it and 
will labor for it, on a Scriptural basis; but 
we insist that it cannot and should not be 
secured on any other basis. 

2. We hold the immemorial position of 
Baptists that all true believers in Christ as 
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their personal Savior are saved, having been 
born again; and this without the interven- 
tion of preacher, priest, ordinance, sacra- 
ment or church. Therefore, we profoundly 
rejoice in our spiritual union with all who 
love the Lord Jesus in sincerity and truth. 
We hold them as brothers in the saving grace 
of Christ, and heirs with us of life and im- 
mortality. We love their fellowship, and 
maintain that the spiritual union of all be- 
lievers is now and ever will be a _ blessed 
reality. This spiritual union does not de- 
pend on organizations, or forms, or rituals. 
It is deeper, higher, broader, and more sta- 
ble than any and all organizations. We hold 
that all people who believe in Christ as their 
personal Saviour are our brothers in the 
common salvation, whether they be in the 
Catholic communion or in a Protestant 
communion, or in any other communion, or 
in no communion. We steadfastly believe 
and hold that until one is born again, by the 
Spirit of God, into the Kingdom of Christ, 
he is not a Scriptural subject for baptism, 
and cannot of right become a member of 
Christ’s church. 
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3. Wehere declare our unalterable belief 
in the universal, unchangeable and undele- 
gated sovereignty of Jesus Christ. We be- 
lieve that He is the rightful and only head 
and sovereign of His churches; that His 
word and will, as revealed in the Holy Serip- 
tures, is the unchangeable and only law of 
His reign; that whatever is not found in the 
Seriptures cannot be bound on the con- 
sciences of men; and that the supreme test 
of true, Christian discipleship is obedience 
to the will of Christ, as revealed in the Bible. 
This is fundamental. Therefore, neither 
tradition, nor customs, nor councils, nor 
expediences can be allowed to modify or 
change the Word of God. 

4. We hold that religion is essentially a 
personal matter between each soul and God. 
Therefore, we deny all proxyship, sponsor- 
ship, or deputyship in religion. We hold 
that each consciously responsible soul must 
repent, believe, and be baptized for himself, 
and every soul must give account of himself 
to God. In this view, infant baptism and 
infant church membership are Scripturally 
impossible and constitute an impassable bar- 
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rier to organic Christian union. In like 
manner, also, do the changes made by some 
in the two Christian rites, baptism and the 
Lord’s Supper, perpetuate divisions made 
originally by gradual departures from the 
simple teachings of the New Testament. To 
change these two sacred symbols of Chris- 
tianity is to empty them of their Scriptural 
and meaningful content and teaching ; and to 
pervert them so as to make them carriers of 
the most deadly heresies. We deeply de- 
plore these hurtful and divisive changes, and 
stoutly declare that there does not exist to- 
day, nor ever did exist, any authority or 
reason to change what was fixed by the 
authority of the great Head of the church. 
We stand with the scholarship of the world 
in declaring that baptism is immersion. 'To 
change it is to destroy it. Baptism stands 
in the wisdom and authority of Christ. All 
the changes for convenience or sentiment, or 
for any cause whatsoever, stand in the un- 
wisdom and usurpation of men. By our 
loyalty to Christ, which we hold to be the 
supreme test of discipleship, we are bound 
to hold fast that which He established. 
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5. Concerning the church, it seems to us 
that this is a divine institution; that it was 
not evolved from the changing conditions of 
society, but came from the mind of the 
Master; that it is an enduring institution, 
adapted as well to one time and one climate 
as another; that it is the custodian of the 
truth, to hold and teach it to the end of time 
and to all the peoples of the earth. A Serip- 
tural church we believe to be a body of 
believers who have been Scripturally bap- 
tized and are covenanted together to teach 
and to do all things commanded by its divine 
Head. Itisa Scriptural body, with a divine 
constitution and mission, both of which are 
revealed in the New Testament. We believe 
that a church of Jesus Christ is a pure de- 
mocracy and cannot subject itself to any 
outside control nor bend to a superior clergy. 
We also hold with unshaken confidence to 
the age-long contention of Baptists that 
there must be absolute separation between 
church and state, and that the right of civil 
and religious liberty is, in the sight of God, 
the inalienable and indefeasible right -of 
every human being. We maintain that the 
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divine constitution of a church of Christ 
cannot be changed in order to effect organic 
Christian union. We maintain, further, that 
Christ’s ideal of a church with its pure 
democracy and the high value that it puts 
on the individual is of priceless value, not 
only to preserve religious liberty, but to 
promote civil liberty as well. We are un- 
alterably committed to the divine model of 
a church. On this point our convictions are 
settled. 

6. We believe that intelligent, personal 
conviction in religion is essential to strength 
in Christian character and to success in any 
form of Christian work. It must be the 
working force in any Christian union. Our 
souls abhor the thought of any union in- 
spired by convenience or by desire to save 
money. There is one thing worse than com- 
mercialized vice, and that is commercialized 
religion; for if religion becomes an economic 
question it ceases to be Christian. We must, 
therefore, protest against the many cheap 
and cheapening methods employed to break 
down convictions and to establish a mechan- 
ical union out of the disjuncta membra of 

10 


146 BAPTISTS AND THEIR BUSINESS 


the several denominations. To us it appears 
far more consistent and Christian to appeal 
to the individual conscience to study the 
Word of God with open-heartedness, and to 
follow the light that may therein be found. 
Any union founded on compromise and 
spurious appeals is a sham union and will 
debilitate and retard the progress of Chris- 
tianity the world over. Any such union must 
inevitably end in a wide apostasy, followed 
by inertia, indefiniteness, confusion, and 
waste of spiritual force. 

7. Our message to our brethren of other 
communions is that since the present divided 
condition of Christendom is unquestionably 
the result of departures from the simple 
teaching of the Scriptures, the only possible 
road to organic union is back to the Scrip- 
tures, fairly interpreted. If it be said that 
this is, In our present state, impracticable 
and impossible, we reply that, if that be so, 
then organic union is impossible with Bap- 
tists, for we are unalterably bound to the 
Scriptures as our law and guide. We speak 
on this point with absolute frankness and 
with great plainness, because we crave to be 
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understood by our fellow-Christians. We 
neither ask nor wish anyone to come to us, 
except upon a personal conviction, but would 
have all to study the Holy Scriptures to find 
the path of duty, and our confidence is un- 
failing that there is light sufficient in the 
Scriptures to guide us all to the union the 
Master wishes. 

We are not unmindful of the difficulties 
of the case. Rearing and traditions and 
pride of opinion are strong forces among all 
people. We do not claim perfection for our- 
selves. It seems to us that until we come to 
have one mind and one spirit concerning the 
things necessary to organic union, it would 
be Christian and becoming in all frankly 
and freely to urge all to study the Scriptures 
and follow their teachings, putting renewed 
emphasis on the unescapable duty of indi- 
vidual investigation and obedience. We 
would hope for much if that were univer- 
sally done now, in the fairer and more 
fraternal atmosphere in which we live, a 
condition for which we are profoundly 
thankful to Almighty God. 
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8. Pending the working out of the prob- 
lem of union, we are glad to say that we 
stand ready at all times to codperate with 
all our fellow-Christians and our fellow- 
citizens, whether Protestant or Catholic, 
whether Jew or Gentile, in every worthy 
effort for the moral and social uplift of 
humanity, as well as for the equal civil and 
_ religious rights of all men in all lands. We 
would freely cooperate in all good works, 
limited only as follows: 

Our most cherished beliefs, our deep 
sense of duty, will not permit us to enter 
into any federation, council, or what not, 
that would in any way obscure the positions 
set out above, or hinder us in the full and 
free preaching of the whole counsel of God 
to all the peoples of the world. By our very 
principles we are automatically separated, 
ecclesiastically, from all other people, and 
we cannot help it, unless we stultify our 
consciences or renounce the truth, as we are 
given to see the truth, a course no Christian 
would wish us to take. We would look with 
great favor on the union of those bodies 
whose ecclesiastical polity and principles 
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will enable them conscientiously to symbol- 
ize together. This would greatly simplify 
the problem and constitute an important 
step to organic Christian union. 

We beg to say this other word to our 
brethren of other communions. We cherish 
in our hearts a deep and abiding Christian 
love for all our fellow-believers in Christ, 
whether in or out of other bodies, and grate- 
fully rejoice in all that they are doing for 
the salvation of the lost of earth. 

9. We believe that in the present state of 
the question of ‘Christian union a frank and 
fraternal communication of views and senti- - 
ments, through the public press and other- 
wise, would be helpful. While we would 
maintain the usefulness and the right of 
discussion covering the whole ground of 
differences, we would deplore any unfrater- 
nal and uncharitable discussion tending to 
create strife and to inflame mere partisan 
zeal. 

10. We summon ourselves, our 600,000 
fellow Baptists of Texas; our brother Bap- 
tists throughout the South, nearly 5,000,000 
strong; our fellow Baptists throughout the 
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nation, in England, and in all lands through- 
out the whole world, to renewed zeal in the 
propagation of those principles we all be- 
lieve to be divinely given, to the end that 
humanity in all parts of the earth may come 
into its full heritage of truth, and through 
the truth into that perfect liberty where- 
with Christ makes us free. 

This is an auspicious day for Baptists. It 
is a day when the whole world is turning 
toward democracy, both in religion and in 
government. Individualism is everywhere 
the battle cry of progress. 

There has never been such a time for the 
free preaching of the simple messages of 
Jesus and His apostles. Cumbrous ecclesi- 
asticisms are falling away; only the simple 
truth as it is in Jesus can either interpret 
or satisfy the heart hunger of the multitudes 
of earth who have long been enthralled by 
over-government in church and state. The 
day for which our Baptist fathers waited 
and suffered and died has dawned. What 
they died for let us live for in a worthy 
fashion. The marvelous blessings of God 
are on us. The times we live in, the bound- 
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less opportunities before us, the insistent 
calls from every part of the world for light 
ought to move us mightily to redouble our 
energies and multiply our activities in the 
world-wide spread of the full gospel of peace 
and liberty. We would ourselves lay to 
heart and would commend to our fellow 
Baptists everywhere the assuring and movy- 
ing words of the apostle to the Gentiles: 
“‘Therefore, my beloved brethren, be ye 
steadfast, unmovable, always abounding in 
the work of the Lord, forasmuch as ye know 
that your labor is not in vain in the Lord.”’ 
Amen. 


PRONOUNCEMENT BY THE SOUTH- 
ERN BAPTIST CONVENTION, 1919. 


The convention has repeatedly expressed 
its fraternal regard for Christians of every 
name and communion, and its recognition of 
the real spiritual unity of all who love our 
Lord and Saviour. For this spiritual unity, 
rather than for external and organic unity, 
Jesus prayed. We rejoice in it and we hold 
ourselves bound to pe it in every way 
open to us. 

The numerous and various schemes of 
federation, cooperation, or other forms of 
common action by Christian denominations. 
which have been proposed cannot be ignored 
without discourtesy. Such of these schemes 
as involve a leadership which we cannot 
appoint or dismiss, but to which we must in 
some degree surrender our autonomy, are 
impossible for Baptists. We could not sub- 
mit to a leadership of this kind even among 
ourselves. In practically all of them of 
which we have knowledge, such a leadership 
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in varying measure is proposed. Wherever 
this fundamental difficulty is not found, and 
the way to common acting seems open, we 
have yet to determine whether this is the 
best and most effective way to forward the 
interests of Christ’s Kingdom. 

Baptists have, as we profoundly believe, 
a distinct witness to bear, and our message 
must in no way be mutilated or enfeebled. 
It is our inescapable duty to bear this mes- 
sage unabated to the uttermost part of the 
world. To syndicate our denomination with 
other denominations would impair, if it did 
not destroy, this message. We have a great 
Christian communion; great in number and 
resources. Among us there is a spirit of the 
body, and we have fine and ennobling history 
and traditions. We have our own methods, 
which we like and to which we are accus- 
tomed, but which we can change at will to 
meet changing conditions. The practical 
and important question emerges, even if 
fundamental difficulties are removed, 
whether we cannot better promote the King- 
dom of Christ by pressing on along the lines 
that are familiar to us, using methods that 
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are approved among us and have been 
favored of God, than by venturing on some- 
what vague schemes of general cooperation 
with other Christian organizations. 

We prefer to think of the denominational 
spirit, not as hateful and intolerant, though 
it may sometimes degenerate into hate and 
intolerance, but rather as we have known it, 
as growing out of clear individual convic- 
tions, out of loyalty to Jesus Christ and His 
Word. Such a spirit is neither to be con- 
temned nor condemned. The loss of it would 
be a calamity to the world and to the King- 
dom of Jesus. Let us then, while heartily 
bidding Godspeed to all who love our Lord 
in sincerity and truth, be busy about our 
own tasks, the tasks which, neglected by us, 
will never be accomplished. Instead of 
wasting our time and confusing the minds 
of our people with fruitless discussion of 
impracticable proposals, let us make a pro- 
gram for ourselves so large, so progressive, 
so constructive, that it shall challenge the 
faith and imagination of our people. And 
through all our plans and programs let the 
recognition of the sole and supreme Lord- 
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ship of Jesus run like a thread of gold, 
binding together our prayers, our labors, 
and our gifts. 

We shall best honor our Lord, promote 
His truth, and serve our fellowmen, ineclud- 
ing our brethren of other faiths, by bending 
every effort to the task of eliciting, combin- 
ing and directing the energies of our great 
Baptist host for the accomplishment of our 
specific task. 

Your committee would further insist that 
free preaching and the freedom of self- 
determination carry with them the potency 
of the highest efficiency, as is fully demon- 
strated in America. Mass formations in 
religion under a centralized direction have 
always proven cumbrous and hurtful. The 
New Testament teaching is individualistic 
and free. The Romish hierarchy is the full- 
est expression of the opposite policy. 

While declining on grounds both of prin- 
ciple and expediency to syndicate our de- 
nomination with communions holding to 
different standards of doctrine and different 
forms of government, we nevertheless apply 
the individualistic principle full length 
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within our ranks. If any Baptist wishes to 
enter into any of the numerous extra-. 
denominational organizations, he is free to 
do so, only we would wish it well understood 
that he represents himself, not the denomi- 
nation. Of late years the denomination has 
been widely misrepresented by some assum- 
ing on their own account to represent the 
denomination. 

This convention should make itself fully 
understood, and in the interest of clearness 
and fraternity your committee would fur- 
ther say that all the cumbrous interdenomi- 
national organizations seeking to lead the 
non-Catholic bodies have proven inefficient, 
confusing and wasteful. To all interested 
parties we would insist that Baptists have 
their own organizations for conducting their 
own work, in their own way, and we believe 
we can handle the work better and cheaper 
than it can be done for us by an extra- 
denominational agency. 

Your committee would further say that 
Baptists favor Christian union on the basis 
of the Holy Scriptures, but insist that union 
on any other basis is not desirable nor, with 
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Baptists, possible. We will both labor and 
pray for a Scriptural union, but deplore all 
efforts to promote union on any other basis. 
We cherish for our fellow-believers in all 
communions a deep and abiding love, but we 
believe that all attempts to bring incongru- 
ous elements into one mass movement will 
inevitably promote discords, strifes and 
spiritual deterioration, results we would 
deeply deplore. 


